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A Wonderful Read: Uplifting, Light, Funny, Refreshing & Positive



®

The Country Register® 
began in Arizona, in the 
fall of 1988, to provide  
effective, affordable   ad-
vertising for shops, shows, 
and other  experiences  
enjoyed by a kindred  
readership. Since then the 
paper has spread to many 
other areas, all of which 
are listed to the right.  
 
Look for the paper during 
your travels. To receive a 
sample paper from another 
area, mail $5.00 in U.S.A. 
or $6.00 in Canada to that 
area’s editor.  
 
The Country  Register® is 
available at each shop that 
advertises and often at 
other unique locations.  
 
We hope you enjoy this  
bi-monthly publication.  
Please let the advertisers 
know that you saw their 
ads in this edition of   
The Country Register®.

The Country 
Register® Story 
Began In 1988

The Country Register Of Wisconsin

By Scott Hughes, Publisher 
 
EAU CLAIRE, WI - This issue includes our annual Quilting In 

Wisconsin special section, so it is an amazing resource for avid 
quilters as well as those of you who have always wanted to take it up 
but just didn’t know how to start. 

The advertisers in this issue have all of the expertise, experience 
and modern equipment for sale to help you expand or explore this 
passion. Be sure to mention to any of them you call or visit that you 
found them in the Country Register. They will LOVE to hear that. 

Make NEW friends, buy some NEW equipment, learn about a 
NEW technique to make your next quilt the quilt of your dreams. 

This is the perfect time, so just do it! 
Thank you for picking up this issue of the Country Register and 

spending a little time reading these pages. You know, print publica-
tions like ours are sometimes considered OLD school - but we think 
you’ll agree that OLD school is still pretty cool. 

Print is not dead. It is alive, and thriving, and it’s in your hands!

Something new and something...not so new

The Country Register® is published every other month. Copyright 1994-2023. Reproduction or use, without permission, of editorial or graphic 
content in any manner is prohibited. Offices of The Country Register are located in Phoenix, AZ. The Country Register of Wisconsin’s office is  
located in Altoona, WI and is licensed by The Country Register with exclusive rights to publish in the State of Wisconsin using logos and graphics 
owned by The Country Register.  
 
Articles published in this newspaper, which are contributed from an outside source, express the opinions of their authors only and may not express the viewpoint(s) of the 
management or staff of The Country Register. Such articles that are accepted for publication herein may be edited at the sole discreton of the publisher. 
 
Responsibility for products advertised in this newspaper lies with the advertisers themselves. Though The Country Register will not knowingly publish fraudulent materials 
or fraudulently obtained materials, we are not liable for any damages arising from the purchase or use of products advertised herein. Notification regarding any consumer 
complaints related to merchandise purchase from our advertisers would be appreciated and would assist in our efforts.

Country Registers: Across The Country! 
Traveling to another state? Send $4 to any publisher below to obtain a paper from another area. 

To email another state’s publisher, go to www.countryregister.com and click on publishers. 
 
 

 USA 
• Arizona: Barb Stillman and Lolly Konecky, 515 E. Carefree Hwy. #1128, Phoenix, AZ, 85085, 602-942-8950 
• Arkansas: Richard & Lenda Brown, P.O. Box 32581, Oklahoma City, OK 73123, 405-470-2597 
• California: Barb Stillman and Lolly Konecky, 515 E. Carefree Hwy. #1128, Phoenix, AZ, 85085, 602-942-8950  
• Colorado: Jan & John Keller, 11250 Glen Canyon Dr., Falcon CO 80831, 719-866-8570  
• Connecticut: Dave & Amy Carter, PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028, 866-825-9217  
• Delaware: Merle and Gail Taylor, P.O. Box 1330, Powell, OH 43065, 888-616-8319  
• Florida: Dave & Amy Carter, PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028, 866-825-9217  
• Georgia: Linda Parish, P.O. Box 389, Lexington, GA, 30648, 706-340-1049 
• Idaho (N): Kelsey Ruzicka, P.O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181 
• Idaho (S): Barb Stillman and Lolly Konecky, 515 E. Carefree Hwy. #1128, Phoenix, AZ, 85085, 602-942-8950  
• Illinois: Richard & Lenda Brown, P.O. Box 32581, Oklahoma City, OK 73123, 405-470-2597 
• Indiana: Merle and Gail Taylor, P.O. Box 1330, Powell, OH 43065, 888-616-8319  
• Iowa: Linda Glendy, P.O. Box 6, Tama, IA, 52339, 641-751-2619  
• Kansas: Cindy Baldwin, 988 9th Ave., McPherson, KS 67460, 866-966-9815  
• Maine: Robin Levison, 24 Bluebird Lane, Gloversville, NY 12078, 518-752-6399  
• Maryland: Stacy Lute, P.O. Box 115, Taneytown, MD 21774, 866-825-9217 
• Massachusetts: Dave & Amy Carter, PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028, 866-825-9217  
• Michigan: Leslie Howell, 2875 Dunkirk Dr., Saginaw, MI 48603, 989-793-4211  
• Minnesota: Kim and Mickey Keller, 2920 144th Ave. NE, Ham Lake, MN 55304, 763-754-1661  
• Missouri: Richard & Lenda Brown, P.O. Box 32581, Oklahoma City, OK 73123, 405-470-2597 
• Montana: Kelsey Ruzicka, P.O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181  
• Nebraska: Barb Stillman and Lolly Konecky, 515 E. Carefree Hwy. #1128, Phoenix, AZ, 85085, 602-942-8950  
• Nevada (N): Barb Stillman and Lolly Konecky, 515 E. Carefree Hwy. #1128, Phoenix, AZ, 85085, 602-942-8950  
• Nevada (S): Glena Dunn, 4568 Carol Circle, Las Vegas, NV, 89120, 702-523-1803 
• New Hampshire: Robin Levison, 24 Bluebird Lane, Gloversville, NY 12078, 518-752-6399 
• New Jersey: Merle and Gail Taylor, P.O. Box 1330, Powell, OH 43065, 888-616-8319 
• New Mexico: Jan & John Keller, 11250 Glen Canyon Dr., Falcon CO 80831, 719-866-8570  
• New York: Mike & Wendy Rothfuss, 322 E. Kenwood Dr., Louisville, KY 40214, 502-468-3938  
• North Carolina: Barb Stillman and Lolly Konecky, 515 E. Carefree Hwy. #1128, Phoenix, AZ, 85085, 602-942-8950 
• North Dakota: Kelsey Ruzicka, P.O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181 
• Ohio: Barb Moore, P.O. Box 37, Cable, OH, 43009, 937-652-1157  
• Oklahoma: Richard & Lenda Brown, P.O. Box 32581, Oklahoma City, OK 73123, 405-470-2597 
• Oregon: Barb Stillman and Lolly Konecky, 515 E. Carefree Hwy. #1128, Phoenix, AZ, 85085, 602-942-8950 
• Pennsylvania: Merle and Gail Taylor, P.O. Box 1330, Powell, OH 43065, 888-616-8319 
• Rhode Island: Dave & Amy Carter, PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028, 866-825-9217  
• South Carolina: Barb Stillman and Lolly Konecky, 515 E. Carefree Hwy. #1128, Phoenix, AZ, 85085, 602-942-8950  
• South Dakota: Kelsey Ruzicka, P.O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181  
• Texas: Richard & Lenda Brown, P.O. Box 32581, Oklahoma City, OK 73123, 405-470-2597 
• Vermont: Robin Levison, 24 Bluebird Lane, Gloversville, NY 12078, 518-752-6399 
• Virginia: Dave & Amy Carter, PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028, 866-825-9217 
• Washington: Barb Stillman and Lolly Konecky, 515 E. Carefree Hwy. #1128, Phoenix, AZ, 85085, 602-942-8950 
• West Virginia: Merle and Gail Taylor, P.O. Box 1330, Powell, OH 43065, 888-616-8319  
• Wisconsin: Scott & Jennifer Hughes, P. O. Box 276, Altoona, WI, 54720, 715-838-9426  
• Wyoming: Kelsey Ruzicka, P.O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717, 605-568-0181 
 

CANADA 
• Alberta: Marcy Horswill, Suite 114, 919 Centre St NW, Calgary AB T2E 2P6, 587-585-3545 
• British Columbia: 8726 Palmer Place, Summerland, B.C. V0H 1Z2, 604-506-4686  
• Manitoba: Kirby & Colleen Gust, Box 801 Stn Main, White City, SK Canada, 306-585-0274 
• Ontario: Harriet Ramos, 103-575 Lacolle Way, Orleans, ON K4A 5B6, 613-612-8465 
• Saskatchewan: Kirby & Colleen Gust, Box 801 Stn Main, White City, SK Canada, 306-585-0274 

The Country Register Of Wisconsin

Name ____________________________ 

Address __________________________ 

City ______________________________ 

State___________ Zip________________ 

Phone (______) ____________________ 

Email ____________________________  

Your Subscription Will Start With 
The Next Available Issue.

Subscription Order

This Issue Available Throughout 
March-April 2024

Ad Deadline For May-June Issue:  

April 1, 2024

The Country Register® of Wisconsin 
 
Publishers/Owners - Scott & Jennifer Hughes 
Address: P.O. Box 276, Altoona, WI 54720-0276 
Phone: 715-838-9426 
E-mail: scott@countryregisterofwisconsin.com  
Website: countryregisterofwisconsin.com 
National Website: countryregister.com 
 
Contributing Writers:  
Steve Baker, Janet Blair, Donna Jo Copeland, Rachel Greco, Col-
leen Gust, Lydia Harris, Deb Heatherly, Yvonne Hollenbeck, Bar-
bara Kalkis, Rica Ketchum, Jeanette Lukowski, Marlene Oddie, 
Barbara Polston, Sheila Tinkham, Janet Young

For A One-Year Hard Copy Subscription  

Mail This Completed Form 
Plus $25.00 

The Country Register® Of Wisconsin 
PO Box 276, Altoona, WI 54720

Jennifer Hughes • Publisher, Business Mgr. 
Email: jennifer@countryregisterofwisconsin.com

Jane Strasburg • Advertising Sales 
Email: jane@countryregisterofwisconsin.com

Scott Hughes • Publisher, Advertising Mgr. 
Email: scott@countryregisterofwisconsin.com

The Country Register Staff:

Meghan Diemel • Editor 
Phone: 715-838-9426
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Visit Us On The Web At countryregisterofwisconsin.com

Great Sales & Promotions In Our Favorite Places!

March 

1-2 ........................................................Vintage Shop Hop - The Paisley Star - Boscobel 
1-2 ........................................Vintage Shop Hop - Sissy’s Treats & Treasures - Seymour 
1-2....................................................Vintage Shop Hop - The Old Junction Mill - Milton 
1-31 ............National Craft & Crochet Month - Herrschners Retail Store - Stevens Point 
4 ....................................................Facebook Live - Sew Smart - Rhinelander & Wausau 
5 ............................“After Hours” Facebook Live - The Pickett Fence - Prairie du Chien 
5 ....................................Facebook Live - River’s Edge Antique & Quilt Loft - Hayward 
6 ..........................................Open Rug Hooking - Country Freckles - Wisconsin Rapids 
12 ..........................“After Hours” Facebook Live - The Pickett Fence - Prairie du Chien 
12 ..................................Facebook Live - River’s Edge Antique & Quilt Loft - Hayward 
13 ........................................Open Rug Hooking - Country Freckles - Wisconsin Rapids 
16 ................................National Quilting Day - Herrschners Retail Store - Stevens Point 
16 ................................................Worldwide Quilting Day - The Paisley Star - Boscobel 
16-23............................Biggest Quilting Sale Of The Year - The Paisley Star - Boscobel 
18 ..................................................Facebook Live - Sew Smart - Rhinelander & Wausau 
19 ..........................“After Hours” Facebook Live - The Pickett Fence - Prairie du Chien 
19 ..................................Facebook Live - River’s Edge Antique & Quilt Loft - Hayward 
20 ........................................Open Rug Hooking - Country Freckles - Wisconsin Rapids 
21-24 ......................................Fat Quarter Frenzy - Bolt & Skein Quilt Shop - Shawano 
23-24 ..........................................35th Annual Crazy Quilters Guild Show - Mukwonago 
26 ..........................“After Hours” Facebook Live - The Pickett Fence - Prairie du Chien 
26 ..................................Facebook Live - River’s Edge Antique & Quilt Loft - Hayward 
27 ........................................Open Rug Hooking - Country Freckles - Wisconsin Rapids 
 

April 
1 ....................................................Facebook Live - Sew Smart - Rhinelander & Wausau 
1-30....................................Spring Is Sprung Sale - Bolt & Skein Quilt Show - Shawano 
2 ....................................Facebook Live - River’s Edge Antique & Quilt Loft - Hayward 
2 ............................“After Hours” Facebook Live - The Pickett Fence - Prairie du Chien 
3 ..........................................Open Rug Hooking - Country Freckles - Wisconsin Rapids 
6-7............................................Northwoods Quilters Quilt Show - Marinette Rec Center 
6-7 ............................Barn Door Quilts Vending At Northwoods Quilt Show - Marinette 
9 ....................................Facebook Live - River’s Edge Antique & Quilt Loft - Hayward 
9 ............................“After Hours” Facebook Live - The Pickett Fence - Prairie du Chien 
10 ........................................Open Rug Hooking - Country Freckles - Wisconsin Rapids 

12-13 ..................................Swing Into Spring Open House - The Market Place - Tomah 
13-14 ..........................................Twisted Threads Quilt Show - Simek Center - Medford 
13-14 ..............Quilt Kits & Beyond Vending At Twisted Threads Quilt Show - Medford 
13-14 Needle & Quilting Workshop Vending At Twisted Threads Quilt Show - Medford 
15 ..................................................Facebook Live - Sew Smart - Rhinelander & Wausau 
15-20 ................................April Showers Event - Going To Pieces Quilt Co. - Appleton 
16 ..................................Facebook Live - River’s Edge Antique & Quilt Loft - Hayward 
16 ..........................“After Hours” Facebook Live - The Pickett Fence - Prairie du Chien 
17 ........................................Open Rug Hooking - Country Freckles - Wisconsin Rapids 
17-20 ..................................NE Iowa Shop Hop - Forest Mills Quilt Shop - Postville, IA 
19-20 ..............................Magical Mystical Quilting Show By Evergreen Quilters Guild 

@ Green Bay Community Church 
19-20 ..........................Barn Door Quilts Vending At Evergreen Quilt Show - Green Bay 
19-20 ..........................................Junkin’ Market Days - Eau Claire County Expo Center 
19-20 ..................................Swing Into Spring Open House - The Market Place - Tomah 
23 ..................................Facebook Live - River’s Edge Antique & Quilt Loft - Hayward 
23 ..........................“After Hours” Facebook Live - The Pickett Fence - Prairie du Chien 
24 ........................................Open Rug Hooking - Country Freckles - Wisconsin Rapids 
26-27 ..........................Bunny Hop Shop Hop - Heart Blossom Quilt Shop - Sand Creek 
26-27 ................................Bunny Hop Shop Hop - Blueberry Line Quilting - Ridgeland 
26-27 ............................................Bunny Hop Shop Hop - Quilter’s Corner - Clear Lake 
30 ..................................Facebook Live - River’s Edge Antique & Quilt Loft - Hayward 
 

May 

1 ..........................................Open Rug Hooking - Country Freckles - Wisconsin Rapids 
1-31 ..............................................10th Anniversary - Quilt Kits & Beyond - Marshfield 
6 ....................................................Facebook Live - Sew Smart - Rhinelander & Wausau 
7 ............................“After Hours” Facebook Live - The Pickett Fence - Prairie du Chien 
8 ..........................................Open Rug Hooking - Country Freckles - Wisconsin Rapids 
14 ..........................“After Hours” Facebook Live - The Pickett Fence - Prairie du Chien 
15 ........................................Open Rug Hooking - Country Freckles - Wisconsin Rapids 
20 ..................................................Facebook Live - Sew Smart - Rhinelander & Wausau 
21 ..........................“After Hours” Facebook Live - The Pickett Fence - Prairie du Chien 
22 ........................................Open Rug Hooking - Country Freckles - Wisconsin Rapids 
28 ..........................“After Hours” Facebook Live - The Pickett Fence - Prairie du Chien 
29 ........................................Open Rug Hooking - Country Freckles - Wisconsin Rapids

FOR INFORMATION OR TO PLACE AN AD, CONTACT SCOTT HUGHES 
scott@countryregisterofwisconsin.com or phone 715.838.9426

SMALL BUSINESS OWNERS: 
This Is A Great Place To Advertise

Advertise Your Store For As Little As  
$50.00 Per Month.  

Very Affordable, Very Effective.

AFFORDABLE ADVERTISING THAT REACHES TENS OF THOUSANDS 
OF POTENTIAL CUSTOMERS 6 TIMES PER YEAR
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Visit: Eau Claire, Hayward, Stanley

The Science Behind “Glow Glass”
By Rica Ketcham 
 
Glass that glows under ultraviolet light has 

become one of the most popular trends in 
glass collecting today. While all glass contains 
a combination of elements, “Glow Glass” con-
tains specific elements,  such as uranium, cad-
mium, selenium and manganese, which 
fluoresce, or emit light at a specific wave-
length, under a blacklight. They glow green, 
yellow, orange, pink, blue and blueish purple. 
Different elements glow best under different 
wavelengths of UV light, with the most pop-
ular being 365nm. A variety of fluorescent and 
LED blacklights are available at local hard-
ware stores and online. 

Uranium was initially added to the glass-
making process in the 1830s to create a bril-
liant green-yellowish hue in daylight. As this 
glass grew in popularity, it was combined with 
other heat-sensitive chemicals to create a yel-
low glass that was first known as Canary 
Glass and then “Vaseline Glass,” due to its re-
semblance to the Vaseline brand of petroleum 
jelly. It reached the height of popularity during 
the Victorian period (1880-1920).  

Vaseline glass is in the family of uranium 
glass, yet there are distinctions between the 
two. Vaseline glass is yellow or yellowish 
green in the daylight, while uranium glass 

comes in various colors and shades of green 
and blue. Vaseline glass never comes in 
opaque colors like jadeite, custard, or Burmese 
glass, but uranium glass does. 

United States production of glass contain-
ing uranium ceased during World War II be-
cause the government confiscated uranium 
supplies for the Manhattan Project from 1942 
to 1958, but uranium-based glass production 
resumed after that. Although Uranium glass 
does register on a Geiger counter, it is well 
below everyday “background radiation” or 
about the same as a cell phone. However, the 
U.S. EPA recommends not eating or drinking 
from uranium glassware. 

Manganese glass dates back to Ancient 
Egypt and is considered one of the oldest ele-
ments added to glass. It was used as a clearing 
agent to remove the green tint that comes from 
iron impurities. The presence of manganese is 
why clear or marigold glass will glow a dull 
green color under a blacklight.  

Manganese in clear glass, especially an-
tique glass, can also change clear glass to a 
shade of violet to deep purple with prolonged 
exposure to UV light, such as direct sunlight. 
In the glass world, this is known as “sun-
changed” or irradiated glass, and it is consid-
ered a sham to deliberately alter the historical 
artifact by exposing glass to ultraviolet light 

to create this color. It is important to note that 
not all purple glass is sun-changed, and many 
color-fast shades of purple are created by add-
ing specific elements. 

Cadmium is added to glass to create a sun-
set look when exposed to UV light, with 
colors ranging from a bright yellow to a deep 
orange and even red. This was discovered in 
1817, but there were production delays for the 
pigment until about 1820 because of the scar-
city of the element—which also made it very 
expensive.  

Selenium, similar to manganese, was used 
as a clearing agent for glass. It is often used in 
combination with cadmium, creating a bright 
pink glow when exposed to UV light. Sele-
nium is also associated with some red glass 
that will cause an orange glow when exposed 

to UV light.  
The rising topic of these added elements to 

the glass world has brought about intrigue and 
new collectors, creating a surge in blacklights 
used while shopping to find the next piece of 
glass that unexpectedly glows. Now more than 
ever, glowing glass is selling fast. Don't forget 
your blacklight the next time you are out anti-
quing.  

 
Rica Ketcham is a seven-year veteran 

glass collector who was first attracted by the 
remarkable quality and craftsmanship of Ital-
ian Murano glass, and more recently Mid-
Century glass. She is an active member of the 
Glass Gatherers Phoenix club (GGPhoe-
nix8@gmail.com) and has an online store: 
https://midcenturyketch.etsy.com.  

A glow-glass honey pot of the collector. “Glow glass” is popular with collectors once more.

The Woolen Shop

Route 29 & 345th Street • Southwest Corner • Closed Sundays 
7444 345th St. • Stanley, WI 54768 • e-mail: stormfarm1@yahoo.com 

Open Monday-Saturday 12:00-4:00 • 715-644-5814 

WOOLENS WOOLENS
EVERYWHERE

For  

Applique & Rug Hooking 
Small Pieces To Yardage

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!
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Visit: Seymour

Spring Into TEA!
By Lydia E. Harris 
 
I grew up on a dairy farm in Blaine, 

Washington, where my mother served af-
ternoon coffee and fresh homemade 
zwieback (yeast double buns) on Sunday 
afternoons. This German Russian tradi-
tion was called faspa. Often friends 
dropped in unannounced during that 
time. Mother would quickly set out a 
spread of sliced cheese, meats, rolls, 
home-canned fruit and sweets to serve 
them.  

My parents’ hospitality made an im-
pression. I enjoyed these spur-of-the-mo-
ment visits with church folks and wanted 
to follow my mother’s example. 

 
Hospitali-TEA 
Years later, when a friend gave me “If 

Teacups Could Talk,” by Emilie Barnes, 
I became inspired to invite family and 
friends for a cup of tea. Since I was also 
just beginning to write for a publication, 
I decided to write a column I entitled, “A 
Cup of Tea with Lydia.” When I told my 
writing mentor about my idea for a tea 
column, she said, “That would bore me 
to tears.” 

It hasn’t bored me to tears. Now dec-
ades later, I still enjoy going out for tea, 
serving tea to others and writing this tea 
column. I hope you enjoy the column too. 

A friend asked me, “How do you keep 
coming up with ideas to write about?”  

“I just keep serving tea,” I replied. I 
don’t usually plan for teatime to have a 
topic for the column. But often after serv-
ing guests, I realize, “This could make a 
good tea column.” The tea party inspires 
the column, not the reverse.  

 
Impromptu Teas 
If teacups could talk, mine would 

have many stories to tell. Like what hap-
pened a month ago when my grand-
daughters (13 and 20) planned to stop by. 
“Would you like to come for tea?” I 
asked. And they did. 

Without much time to prepare, I 
planned a menu around the food I had on 
hand. I made crustless cucumber-and-
cream cheese sandwiches, scone blos-
soms from my cookbook, “In the Kitchen 

with Grandma,” and served sweets from 
my freezer. 

Placemats, floral teacups and saucers 
and a three-tier plate stand filled with 
food welcomed them to the table. The 
bottom plate held fresh-baked scones, 
Norwegian krumkake, and cookies. On 
the side, homemade whipped cream, jam 
and lemon curd accompanied the scones. 
The middle plate held the sandwiches 
and edible small trees for a garnish. A 
slice of summer sausage was the tree 
base, thin cucumber slices were folded 
back and forth for the tree, with a cheese 
star on top—all held together with a 
toothpick. The smaller top plate con-
tained cupcake liners filled with fresh 
raspberries and small chunks of melon.  

They each had their own small pot of 
a favorite herbal tea—Country Peach 
Passion—and the three-tier stand rested 
on the table between them. What a de-
lightful way to spend an impromptu visit! 
Now my teacups have another story to 
tell. 

 
Spring Teas 
Spring is a lovely season to share tea. 

How about an Easter brunch, a St. Pat-
rick’s Day par-tea, or a Mother’s Day tea-
time? Or perhaps you have a birthday or 
shower to celebrate. I’ve included an 
easy three-ingredient recipe to serve. It 
will add a colorful sweet and salty crunch 
to whatever else is on the menu. 

I can’t wait until my next tea party! 
Won’t you join me? 

From Lydia’s Recipe File:  
Spring Pretzel Flowers 

 
These are colorful and easy to make. 
Gather: 
•Pretzels (square-shaped, called  
snaps) 
•White vanilla candy melts 
•Pastel M&Ms 
Make: 
1. Place a candy melt on each pretzel. 
2. Heat a few at a time in the micro-

wave to soften, not melt (time varies, but 
check every 15 seconds). 

3. Remove from the microwave. Place 
an M&M in the center of each candy with 
the M side down.  

4. Add 5 or 6 candies of another color 

around the center as petals of a flower.  
5. Chill to harden the candy melt. 
Make as many as you need, at least 

two per person. Variation: Use round 
crackers or cookies (e. g. shortbread) as 
the base. Spread with ready-made vanilla 
icing. Add M&Ms. 

 
Lydia E. Harris is a tea enthusiast, 

grandmother of five, and the author of 
three grandparenting books: “GRAND 
Moments: Devotions Inspired by Grand-
kids” (2023); “In the Kitchen with 
Grandma: Stirring Up Tasty Memories 
Together and Preparing My Heart for 
Grandparenting.” All are available on-
line and wherever books are sold.

Lydia with granddaughters Anna and Clara.

Lydia’s Spring Pretzel Flowers are really easy and fun to make for springtime!

LOCATION 
   1050 Robbins Street 
   Seymour, WI 54165  
STORE HOURS 
   Monday-Friday 
   8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 
 
   (920) 833-0555 
 

We carry quality 
products at a  

reasonable price.

DISCOUNT 
EMBROIDERY BLANKS LLC

OUR PRODUCTS:  
Aprons - Adult & Child 
Baby Blanks - Clothes, Bibs & Burp Cloths 
Blankets & Afghans - Adult & Child 
Can & Bottle Coolers - Zippered 
Cubbies & Bearington - Stuffed Animals 
Golf - Towels, Coolers & Golf Head Covers 
Spa Essentials - Robes, Wraps & Slippers 
Totes & Bags - Beach, Insulated & Essential 
Towels - Kitchen & Beach 
Unique Blanks - Garden Flags & Acrylics 
Webbing, Ribbon &  
Key Fob Supplies 
 
...and so much more!

Check Us Out 
On Facebook   

For More  
Information!

FOLLOW US: 
Facebook: DiscountEmbroideryBlanksLLC 
                TheSewphisticatedStitcher

  Shop & See the Difference

Cafe! Coffee, Teas, Homemade Soup, Fresh Bakery, Salad, Sandwiches 
Crafts, Arts, Antiques, Vintage! 70-80 Vendors Display Here 
Wisconsin Products! Soaps, Candles, Maple Syrup, Cherry Juice, More 
Gift Ideas! Very, Very Unique Ideas For All Your Friends & Family

OPEN MON-SAT 10-4 
205 N. Main Street 
Seymour, Wisconsin 
920-833-0477

Like Us!

Vintage Shop Hop • March 1 & 2 • Join Us!
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Visit: Neenah

Two-Minute Lift: Don’t Build Your Life On Shoulds
By Kathy Sotak 
 
I had two meetings the other day. 

The purpose of both was me seeking 
counsel from two distinct teams re-
garding unrelated topics. It was a typi-
cal work day. 

However, both meetings had one 
common denominator. I was asked the 
same question by different people in 
each meeting: “Kathy, what do YOU 
want?” 

Even though they were referring to 

business outcomes, my mind must 
have taken it to my heart. I woke up 
that night at 3:02 a.m., with their voice 
ringing in my head. “Kathy, what do 
YOU want?” I then realized this was a 
pivotal question for my own personal 
life. 

“What do YOU want?” 
I shouldn’t want more. I already 

have a lot of beautiful things. I am 
blessed with a kind husband, boister-
ous kids, family, friendship, home, ca-
reer, dogs, chickens and great health. 

But any good life is filled with retro-
spection, introspection and a bit of 
dreaming for the future. Right? 

It rings again. “What do YOU 
want?” 

I really don’t think I’ve ever an-
swered that question. My life was built 
on auto-pilot with too many shoulds: 

•I should go to college then build a 
dependable career. 

•I should be responsible and do the 
practical thing. 

•I should put my dreams in a box 
•I should wait until – 
To clarify—no one “should” on me. 

I did it myself. I simply followed the 
societal program of shoulding. 

“What do YOU want?” 
I looked at the clock again at 4:00 

a.m. on the dot, still lacking the cou-
rage to answer that question. I spent a 
lifetime asking others that question, but 
forgot to ask myself that same one. 

This question is a gift. I’ve now 
identified where I’m on auto-pilot and 
flipped the manual switch to inten-
tional choice. It has shifted me to 
micro-choose every morsel of the day. 

Our micro-morsels are small but 
they transform to be big and life-alter-
ing. The theme of my micro-morsels 
are moments of joy. Like digging up 
my favorite childhood music. Buying a 

hula-hoop. Dancing more around the 
house. Making the impractical decision 
of getting a second, high-shedding 
large-breed dog. Learning how to brew 
kombucha. Baking sourdough bread 
with my very own starter. Then eating 
it with zero guilt and all joy. Starting a 
new skills-trade group in my com-
munity to build connection and enrich-
ment. More fires in the fireplace. 

Will you join me in this walk? Let’s 
do less shoulding and more choosing. 
Together, we will walk the longest, 
most treacherous 18-inch journey from 
our head to our heart, to answer that 
question. 

“What do YOU want?” 
  
©Kathy J. Sotak. Kathy is the 

founder and writer of 2 Minute Lift.

It’s Your  
Year Round  
Gift Shoppe

Garden, Jewelry  
Handcrafted Items  

Baby Items  
Children’s Books  

Puzzles 
Garden Flags  

Books & Pictures

Home Decor • Wreaths • Cards • Seasonal Decor

1197 W Winneconne Ave. 
Neenah, WI 54956

920-722-9600
Like Us On Facebook     Hours: Mon-Fri 10-5 • Sat 10-5 • Sunday Closed 
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Plan A Picnic In The Park & Celebrate Spring In The Sunshine
By Janet Young 
 
After a long, cold winter the season we 

were eagerly anticipating has finally arrived 
… SPRING! Fling open your windows and let 
the warm spring breezes flow throughout your 
house. With the dawning of a new season, the 
awakening of the earth, and the sun-filled days 
of spring, one of the best ways to celebrate is 
to have a picnic.  

A picnic can be as basic as your typical 
backyard picnic. But if you want to tweak it 
up a bit, why not have a picnic with a theme? 
First decide the location. It will help you de-
termine what theme you want to execute. For 
example, the beach for a beach picnic theme, 

or a ranch or farm with a barn for a western 
theme. The possibilities are endless, but you 
get the idea. 

If you choose to go to a park, try to pick a 
spot that offers a nice scenic view. Some ex-
amples of themes at a park might be to choose 
colors of the rainbow and celebrate Earth Day. 
Or, do a vintage picnic, which would be a per-
fect theme to have a tea party picnic theme. If 
you don’t want to risk breaking your fine 
china, there are paper plates and cups that are 
fashioned to look like china plates. For a sim-
pler menu, why not try a cheese and charcute-
rie board?  

If you want a picnic on the grass, you 
might want to get a tarp from the hardware 

store, if you do not have one. The tarp should 
be put on the ground first, followed by a blan-
ket or blankets and even pillows if you want 
to go all out for comfort. (The reason for using 
the tarp is to keep any dampness from getting 
on your blanket.) 

Next plan the menu. In the planning pro-
cess, bear in mind the distance from your car 
to the picnic spot. If you have access to a 
child’s wagon that would greatly facilitate and 
eliminate the numerous trips back and forth to 
the car and picnic spot. You can keep the menu 
as simple or as elaborate as you wish. If having 
a theme, you could coordinate the menu to re-
flect your theme. For instance, the rainbow 
theme could consist of colorful foods to reflect 

the colors of the rainbow. 
Whatever you choose from location, to 

theme, to the menu, keep in mind what you are 
wanting to create. Is it a celebratory occasion, 
a reflective moment, or a certain atmosphere 
you want to portray? Whatever the reason, sit 
back and enjoy the dawning of spring when all 
the earth comes alive again and we rejoice in 
this invigorating time of the year! Happy 
spring! 

 
Janet Young, certified tea and etiquette 

consultant, is a founding member of Mid-At-
lantic Tea Business Association and freelance 
writer/national tea presenter. Visit her website 
at www.overtheteacup.com.

Lighthouse 
Books & Gifts

Lighthouse 
Books & Gifts

4330 8th St. South • Wisconsin Rapids, WI • 715-423-7773 

Thousands of Stamps, 12”x12” Papers, Stickers, Embellishments & Much More! 
New Items Arriving Daily • Great Sale Items and Specials Each Month!

Check out our incredible selection!! 

Rubber Stamps 

Scrapbook Supplies

www.lighthousebooksandgifts.com       Mon-Fri 10-5 • Sat 10-4
Find us on Facebook for Info, 
Event Details and More! 

Country FrecklesCountry Freckles
1010 8th St. S. Wisconsin Rapids, WI 

(Next to Burger King) 

Phone: 715-424-5756 

Wed-Fri 10am - 4pm 
Sat 10am - 3pm

Home Decor • Primitive Lighting 
Homemade Dids • Reproduction Furniture 

Candles •  Linens • Town & Country Furniture 
Find some of our items at: 

“Antique Up” in Stevens Point and “Safe Ship” in Tomah

We Are The Place For: 

Join us every Wednesday 10am-3pm 
for Open Rug Hooking! 

• Wool 
• Rug Hooking 
• Wool Applique
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The Luck Of The Irish And A Good Soda Bread And Stew
By Colleen Gust, Publisher 
The Country Register of  
Manitoba and Saskatchewan 
 
St. Patrick’s Day celebrates Saint 

Patrick, the arrival of Christianity in 
Ireland, and the heritage and culture of 
the Irish. Wearing of green clothing or 
shamrocks, plus parades and festivals, 
are common ways to commemorate 
the day.  

Saint Patrick’s Day is a public holi-
day in both the Republic of Ireland and 
Northern Ireland, and in Newfound-
land and Labrador (for provincial gov-
ernment employees). 

How did the story of St. Patrick 
start? At 16, Patrick was kidnapped by 
Irish raiders and sent as a slave to Ire-
land. Patrick spent six years there 
working as a shepherd, and during this 
time, he found God. Patrick eventually 
fled to the coast, where he caught a 
ship to take him back to Britain; and 
Patrick then went on to become a pri-
est.  

According to tradition, Patrick re-
turned to Ireland to convert the pagan 
Irish to Orthodox Christianity. He 
evangelized in the northern half of Ire-
land and converted thousands. His ef-
forts became the story in which he 
drove “snakes” (heathen practices) out 
of Ireland, even though actual snakes 
were not known to inhabit the region. 
On Saint Patrick’s Day, it is now cus-
tomary to wear shamrocks and green 
clothing,  as he used the shamrock, a 
three-leaved plant, to explain the 
Trinity.  

Today, we celebrate St. Patrick with 
parades and festivals, Irish traditional 
music, and the wearing of green attire 
or shamrocks. Which reminds me, 
what do you call a fake Irish stone? A 

sham-rock. 
Christians may also attend church. 

The Lenten restrictions on eating and 
drinking alcohol are lifted for the day. 
Perhaps because of this, drinking alco-
hol, particularly Irish whiskey and 
beer, has become associated with the 
celebrations.  

One of the longest-running and 
largest Saint Patrick’s Day (le jour de 
la Saint-Patrick) in North America oc-
curs each year in Montreal. Did you 
know that Montreal’s city flag includes 
a shamrock? The parade has been held 
yearly without interruption since 1824, 
so it’s time to paddy like the Irish do! 

The Toronto Maple Leaf’s hockey 
team was known as the Toronto St. 
Patrick’s from 1919 to 1927 and wore 
green jerseys. In 1999, when the Maple 
Leafs played on Saint Patrick’s Day, 
they wore green St Patrick’s uniforms.  

St. Patrick’s Day gives us a reason 
to celebrate Irish cuisine too. Most of 
us immediately think of Irish stew 
when asked about Irish food. Slow-
cooked to perfection, the meat be-
comes tender, and the vegetables 
absorb the rich broth, creating a com-
forting and filling dish. It’s said that 
every Irish household has a unique 
twist on the classic stew, a closely 
guarded secret passed down through 
generations. 

Potatoes, known as the “Irish 
apple,” have been pivotal in Irish cui-
sine since their introduction in the 18th 
century. A favorite is colcannon, a dish 

made by combining mashed potatoes 
and cabbage with butter, a simple com-
fort food.  

We must also pay homage to the 
“full Irish” breakfast, which includes 
fried eggs, bacon, sausage, black pud-
ding, grilled tomatoes, and toast. 

Another food staple that comes up 
when mentioning Irish cuisine is Irish 
soda bread. Soda bread, which is quick 
bread leavened with baking soda, has 
a crusty exterior and tender interior, 
which makes it the perfect vehicle for 
a generous spread of butter or a dollop 
of jam.  

And, why do Irish bakers use bak-
ing soda? It’s faster than Dublin the 
dough with yeast. 

St. Patrick’s Day, a global celebra-
tion of Irish culture, serves as a testa-
ment to his enduring legacy, fostering 
a sense of unity and pride among the 
Irish and enthusiasts worldwide. Ire-
land, with its vibrant traditions and en-
during spirit, stands as a testament to 
the enduring legacy of St. Patrick, em-
bodying resilience, community, and a 
deep-rooted appreciation for life’s sim-
ple joys. 

 
Irish Soda Bread 

This is quite good served with the 
Irish stew. I usually mix up the bread 
first thing in the morning, and then 
start chopping up ingredients for the 
stew while the bread bakes.  

 
•3 cups all-purpose flour 
•1 Tbsp baking powder 
•⅓ cup white sugar 
•1 tsp salt 
•1 tsp baking soda 
•1 egg, lightly beaten 
•2 cups buttermilk 
•¼ cup butter, melted 
 
Preheat the oven to 325°F. Grease a 

9x5-inch loaf pan. 
Combine flour, baking powder, 

sugar, salt, and baking soda in a large 
bowl. Blend egg and buttermilk to-
gether; add all at once to the flour mix-
ture and mix just until moistened. Stir 
in the melted butter. Pour into prepared 
pan. 

Bake in the preheated oven until the 

top is golden brown, about 65 to 70 
minutes. A cake tester inserted into the 
bread should come out clean. Cool on 
a wire rack. Wrap in foil for several 
hours, or overnight, for best flavor. 

 
Slow Cooker Irish Stew 

I usually double this recipe and it 
fills up my extra-large, oval slow 
cooker to the brim. It’s hard to go 
wrong with a hearty stew, but if your 
family is balking at the leftovers, try 
reheating it with a can or two of co-
conut milk added, canned chickpeas 
and curry spices.  

 
•1 tbsp oil 
•1.5 lbs. beef stew meat in 1-2 inch  
cubes 
•2 onions peeled and very thickly  
sliced 
•3 cloves garlic minced 
•1 lb. potatoes peeled and cut into  
chunks 
•4 carrots peeled and cut into  
chunks 
•3 sticks celery sliced 
•2 cups beef broth  
•2 Tbsp Worcestershire sauce 
•4 Tbsp flour 
•½ tsp salt 
•Ground black pepper to taste 
•1 sprig rosemary, or ¼ tsp dried  
rosemary 
•2 bay leaves 
•2 Tbsp cornstarch stirred into 3  
Tbsp cool water to make a slurry 
 
Heat the oil in large skillet over me-

dium-high heat. Add beef and brown; 
remove and add to 4-6 quart slow 
cooker. 

Add the onions and garlic to hot 
skillet and sauté over medium heat 
until softened. Pour in about ½ cup of 
the beef broth, scraping any browned 
bits off the bottom of the pan. Pour into 
the slow cooker over the meat. 

Place the potatoes, carrots and 
celery in slow cooker. Whisk together 
broth, Worcestershire sauce and flour 
in a measuring jug. Pour over meat and 
vegetables in slow cooker, stir. Add in 
the herbs, close lid and cook on LOW 
for 7-8 hours or on HIGH for 4 hours. 

To thicken: open the slow cooker 
and pour in cornstarch slurry, stirring 
to combine well. Simmer WITHOUT 
the lid for 15-30 minutes on HIGH, 
until thickened. 

 

608-868-5555 • www.oldjunctionmill.com

Three Floors Of Fun!Three Floors Of Fun!

v

     Red Rooster: 
A modern country shop specializing in unique,  
affordable home furnishings & gifts. Fresh new looks 
for each season! We offer candles, inspirational items, 
lamps, textiles, braided rugs, signs, wall art, jewelry, 
farmhouse decor & other unique gifts. 

    Peddlars Loft & Cellar: 
Showcases 45 plus local vendors and their many 
wares which include antiques, primitive home  
decor, wood and repurposed items, handmade cards, 
ceramics and much more.

Open: Tues. thru Sat. at 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
& Sun. from Noon to 4 p.m. 

v

613 W Madison Ave • Milton, WI 53563 

Vintage Shop Hop 
March 1-2 

In-Store Specials @ Red Rooster!

The Old Junction MillThe Old Junction Mill

Join Red Rooster on Facebook and be the first to know!



Our Annual Guide ToOur Annual Guide ToOur Annual Guide To

The State’s Best Quilt ing & Needlework Shops Are Found Here!

Our Quilting  
Special Section 

Goes From Page 9-26. 
Enjoy!
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The 15 Quilting Commandments To Follow — Or Not!
By Deb Heatherly  
 
I hope this gives you a chuckle. As 

quilters I think we all can relate. I present 
the 15 Quilt Commandments ...  

 
1: I promise to do my part. Money 

cannot buy happiness, but it does buy 
fabric and fabric makes me happy. Since 
I know that my friends and family want 
me to be happy, when I buy fabric, I am 
doing my part to keep everyone happy. 

 
2: I will put blame where it belongs. 

My need to buy fabric is the fault of the 
designers who create the fabric. I promise 
to stop buying when they stop creating.  

 
3: I will plan ahead. My stash is my 

retirement plan. One day I may have to 
actually use it. Until then, I’ll buy more 
new fabric when I need to actually cut 
and sew, and always buy extra so I make 
sure to feed my stash.  

4: I will not envy my neighbors 
stash. Instead, I will diligently shop until 
I accumulate an even bigger one.  

 
5: I will practice equality. For every 

new “toy” my husband buys, I will spend 
an equal amount of money buying fabric.  

 
6: I will contemplate. I promise to 

think daily about all of the projects I will 
one day make from my stash. For now, 
just planning them is enough.  

 
7: I will utilize space wisely. It is im-

portant to come up with new ways to hide 
(I mean store) my stash. 

 
8: I will be energy efficient. Stacked 

neatly, my stash acts as insulation.  
 
9: I will exercise my mind. I will do 

this by thinking of new ways to sneak 
(aka transport) the fabric into the house 
without being seen. 

10: I will be a good homemaker. 
This will be accomplished by coming up 
with creative ways to display and blend 
my stash into the home décor. Charm 
packs can be coasters. Yardage can be a 
tablecloth. What-nots can be placed on 
jelly rolls as lifters and to add a pop of 
color to a display. 

 
11: I will not whine. No, if a friend 

buys the last piece of a certain fabric that 
I wanted, I will not whine. I do reserve 
the right to guilt her until she shares.  

 
12: I will support the local container 

store. I will buy the largest containers 
possible because they will hold lots of fat 
quarters. As a bonus, when stacked in the 
kitchen cupboard behind cereal and 
cookies, they will be camouflaged from 
my husband.  

 
13: I will actually complete a quilt 

or two. By doing so I will need to replace 
the used fabric and my family cannot ac-
cuse me of hoarding. I will also keep in 
mind that quilts come in all shapes and 
sizes. A table topper counts as a com-
pleted project. 

 

14: I will always be there for my fel-
low quilter. Especially when she needs 
fabric therapy. I promise to accompany 
her on all buying trips and will clean out 
my car before the trip so there is plenty 
of room for the purchases. I will further 
support her by offering to store her pur-
chases in my car until she can sneak (aka 
transport) them into her own house with-
out her husband seeing.  

 
15: Finally, I will practice DUI. “De-

veloping Ultimate Inventory.” This sup-
ports my local quilt shop and keeps them 
in business so I can continue to develop 
my stash.  

 
Deb Heatherly is a designer for Cre-

ative Grids® rulers and the author of 
eight popular pattern books. Creative 
Grids® fans are invited to join her Face-
book group, “Grids Girls,” for tips and 
inspiration. Shop Owners are invited to 
join her group just for you, “Grids Girls 
for Quilt Shop Owners Only” 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/27359
3657256524. Visit Deb’s website at 
www.Debscatsnquilts.com.

10103 St. Rd. 27 • Hayward, WI 54843 • 715-634-0706 

Tuesday-Friday 10-4 and Saturday 10-3 

We Carry Over 4,000 Bolts Of Fabric,  
Plus Two Floors Of Quality Antiques.  

We Buy Quality Antiques!

www.shopriversedge.com 

Email: riveredg@cheqnet.net

Watch our Facebook Live events every Tuesday evening at 4:30 pm! 

Quality Quilt Fabric,  
Yarn, Wool & More  

To Meet Your Creative Needs

Monday Closed • Tuesday 10-4 • Wednesday 10-7 
Thursday 10-4 • Friday 10-7 • Saturday 9-3 
Open Every 1st and 3rd Sunday 11-4

1027 N Knowles Avenue 
New Richmond, WI 54017

715-246-7314
alicia@littlepieceofmind.com 
www.littlepieceofmind.com

Store  
Hours: 

Find  
Us On:

82980 White Birch Road 
Port Wing, Wisconsin 54865 

Phone: (715) 774-3444 • quiltingupnorth@gmail.com

Summer Hours: Wednesday-Friday 10-5 and Saturday 10-4

Corner Of Highway 13 and White Birch Road

LONG-ARM SERVICES 
PATTERNS • FABRIC 
NOTIONS • CLASSES

tttt tttt

quiltingupnorth.com

In The Outpost Mall 
24512 WI-35 

Siren, Wisconsin 54872 
www.somethingquilty.com

Monday-Saturday 11-4 • Thursday 11-7 
Even Date Sundays 12-4 

612-396-3611 • curator@somethingquilty.com

Burnett County’s  
Finest Quilt Shop
Burnett County’s  
Finest Quilt Shop

Fabric l Kits l Patterns  
Battings l Backings 
Retreats l Notions 
Long Arm Services l Classes

For Our Creative Customers:



March-April 2024 Page 11

Visit: Clear Lake, Rice Lake, Ridgeland, Sand Creek

Visit Wisconsin’s Quilt Museum
Compiled with information from  
Cedarburg.org, as well as the  
Wisconsin Museum of Quilts  
and Fiber Arts 
 
Cedarburg has a long and vivid his-

tory, lovingly preserved in its limestone 
buildings, the creek and more than 200 
buildings of historical significance. It 
was founded in the early 1840s by Irish 
and German immigrants who were 
lured to the potential of power from 
Cedar Creek.  

One of the first well-known build-
ings—the Cedarburg Grist Mill—re-
mains a prominent reminder of the 
city’s dedication and care that it devotes 
to preservation. Another iconic building 
located in the center of town is the Wit-
tenburg Mill. When it was built in 1864, 
it was the only woolen mill west of 
Philadelphia to produce worsted yarns. 
Today, the mill continues to thrive as 
the Cedar Creek Settlement, a collec-
tion of shops, artist studios, antique 
stores and restaurants. 

Post-World War II suburbanization 
changed Cedarburg significantly. While 
the mills had all closed by the 1960s, 
the city experienced rapid population 
growth and the development of new 
commercial properties and housing sub-
divisions.  

In spite of the changes, more than 
200 of Cedarburg's historic buildings 
have been preserved, and the city is 
home to eight listings on the National 
Register of Historic Places, including 
the Cedar Creek Settlement and the Co-
lumbia Road Historic District.  

The community profits from a vi-

brant tourist industry and hosts festivals 
and events throughout the year that at-
tract visitors from other areas. 

 
One-Of-A-Kind 

Occasion: 
 

The Wisconsin Museum  
of Quilts & Fiber Arts 

 
The Wisconsin Museum of Quilts & 

Fiber Arts, located just east of historic 
downtown Cedarburg, Wisconsin, is 
dedicated to educating the public about 
the artistic, cultural, historic and social 
importance of quilts and fiber arts. They 
seek to increase the awareness of histo-
ric structure preservation.   

The museum’s roots extend back to 
1988 when a group of quilters in south-
eastern Wisconsin founded the Wiscon-
sin Quilt History Project, Inc. The 
mission was to preserve the history and 
creativity expressed in quilts through 
documentation and research.  Since 
1988, over 8,000 quilts and their stories 
have been captured. These records pro-
vided the material for an award-winning 
book, “Wisconsin Quilts: History in the 
Stitches,” (second edition, 2009). 

In 2001, the Wisconsin Quilt History 
Project, Inc. purchased the Hoffmann-
Boeker farmstead as the future home of 
a museum dedicated to creating, pre-
serving and teaching fiber arts. The 2.2 
acre farm includes seven original stone 
and timber structures, the dairy barn 
with silo, farmhouse, ice house and 
summer kitchen/smokehouse/black-
smithery. The Wisconsin Museum of 
Quilts & Fiber Arts has since refur-

bished the barn for use as a gallery and 
education center, opening in August 
2011.  The site received Landmarks 
Designation from the City of Cedarburg 
in 2004. 

The repurposed 1850s farmstead is 
used to: 

•Foster and inspire creativity by 
hosting exhibits of artists from tradi-
tional to contemporary techniques. 

•Educate children and adults, from 
beginners to experienced fiber artists, in 
the time-honored crafts. 

•Preserve quilts and other fiber arts 
items, maintaining our own collection 
and encouraging others to document 
their treasures. 

•Maintain a library for researchers 
interested in exploring how quilts and 
other fiber arts have changed over time. 

Make the museum part of your 
spring or summer travels! To schedule 
a visit, more information can be found 
at wiquiltmuseum.com.

The Wisconsin Quilt and Fiber Arts Museum, located in Cedarburg, Wis.

715-949-0050 • www.blueberrylinequilting.com

Located In A Historic General Store  
In Ridgeland 

Fabrics, Notions & Long Arm Quilting.

101 Diamond St. South, Ridgeland, Wisconsin  

Blueberry Line Quilting

Have Longarm, Will Quilt For You!Like Us  
On FB

Hours: Tues-Fri 10-5 & Sat. 10-3 • Closed Sunday & Monday • Other Hours By Appointment 

N13430 County Road I • Sand Creek, WI 54765

Like Us 
On FB!

Hours: Thursday 2-8 • Friday 10-2 • Saturday 10-Noon

Quilt Shop
heartblossom@mosaictelecom.net

www.heartblossomdesign.com

715-658-1333

Hand Dyed Wool   
100%  

Cotton Fabrics   
Patterns & Notions   

Hand  
Embroidery  
And More!

Over 4,000 Bolts Of Fabrics 
Patterns • Books  

Quilting Notions • Gift Items  
Sewing Machines • Classes Offered

234 N. Wilson Ave. 
Rice Lake, WI  

54868

Open: 
Monday-Friday 

9:30 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Saturday 

9:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
& By Appointment

Serving Quilters’ Needs Since 1982

www.busybobbin.com • 715-234-1217

Visit All 4 Shops For A Chance To Win A Tutti Sewing Machine Case On Wheels

Friday, April 26 & Saturday, April 27SHOP HOP HOURS: 

9-5 Friday and 9-3 Saturday

Thë Gräìñ Bìñ - Bøÿçëvìllë 
Hëärt Bløssøm - Säñd Çrëëk 
Blùëbërrÿ Lìñë - Rìdgëläñd 

Qùìltër‘s Çørñër - Çlëär Läkë

Owners: Barb & Camilla

A Little Quilt Shop  
With A Big Heart!

If You Haven’t Stopped In... 
You Don’t Know What  
You’ve Been Missing!

Store Hours: Tuesday & Thursday: 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Wednesday & Friday: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. • Saturday: 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

715-263-3440 • 510 3rd Ave. NW • Clear Lake, WI 54005

AT

You Can See Us From 
Highway 63!
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Breezy Manor Farm - A Bog-Inspired Hooking
By Donna Jo Copeland  
Farmeress  
 
Echoes of the past appear when 

least expected, sometimes walking 
with us. I have always felt close to 
those who came before me, and their 
ways come easy. The whispers of my 
ancestors tickle my ears. I feel them 
guide my hands. 

Last fall during a sleepless night I 
heard my cell phone ding, announc-
ing a new message. A fiber friend in 
Wales sent two photos of a scrap of 
textile dug out of a bog. It was dated 
at about 2,000 years. Raw sheep 
locks were somehow hooked into a 
bast fiber background. One of the 
photos was a closeup. She asked 
since I was a rug hooker if I recog-
nized the method. 

It appeared to be hooked and 
looped with both ends of the lock on 
top. I puzzled over this the rest of the 
night. 

As I carry some Welsh DNA, it 
called to me to figure out how it was 
made. 

I had a large piece of Hessian 
cloth—tight weave burlap—which 
would become the backing. I 
hemmed all four edges and had a 
piece 24x36. 

Luckily, I had a few pounds of raw 
Romney locks. I washed up 2 pounds 
in cold water with Dawn dish soap, 
leaving some lanolin in the wool. 

Then I began experimenting with 
techniques. It took a few tries before 
I had something like the photo. To 
prove to myself it needed Romney, I 
hooked a few Border Leicester locks 
in. They didn’t have the poof and 
substance of Romney. 

I worked on it all winter, pulling 
the last loop last week. It is a lovely 
piece, full of life. Deciding it was 
better as a wall-hanging I sewed a 
sleeve on one end, inserted a dowel 
rod and hung it up. She is for sale in 
the Guild Fiber Arts Store in the 
Bloomington mall. 

Since I raise Romneys, a nice 
sturdy English breed, I am off on 
another adventure. I bought the grand 
champion fleece from my friend and 
enabler Penny. It is from her 2-year-
old stud ram, Lu'ke (named after the 
little boy in a John Wayne movie). He 
is creamy white. 

Keeping 2 pounds of locks to wash 
myself, I sent the rest to Jamie at 
Wooly Knob Fiber Mill to be carded 
into roving. 

On February 1 the adventure be-
gins with a Welsh hooked pillow. 

Then I will spin the roving and dye 
some. I want to see what I can make 
with this fleece. I hope to finish by 
the Greencastle wool show in April.  

I keep telling myself, it’s nice to 
have projects and chores to keep me 
busy, my mind active, and my world 
crazy. 

The weather this winter has been 
incredibly unique and basically gray. 
I am suffering from light depravity 
and an overabundance of mud. Even 
had to buy new wellies as my old 
ones gave up. A friend asked why I 
had four pairs of boots at the door; 
it’s simple—it all depends upon how 
wet the boots are, how high the water 
is, and how deep the mud. 

I fear spring might be a wild ride. 
But the farmer in me hopes for kind, 
mild weather, lots of flowers, and 
time for tea and chocolate.  

Keep smiling.  
 

Sunshine Salad 
Growing up Jello salads were a 

constant. This is one of my favorites. 
Dissolve 1 small box orange Jello 

into 1 cup boiling water. Stir until 
well dissolved.  

Stir in 1/2 cup tap water, 1 small 
can of crushed pineapple, drained, 
and 1 cup shredded carrots.  

Chill in the refrigerator at least 4 
hours. 

This can pass as dessert with a dol-
lop of Cool Whip on top. 

 
Donna Jo Copeland is a 15th gen-

eration farmeress and fiber artist 
who lives in Indiana. She raises 
sheep and rabbits to make yarn used 
to create her art. Breezy Manor, her 
farm, is located in Indiana.

Finished product from Donna Jo.

John’s Sewing Center 
John L. Webber • Serving the Chippewa Valley Since 1980

Authorized 
Dealer

Professional Factory Trained & Certified  
Sewing Machine Service For 35 Years. 

Service And Parts For All Makes And Models.

Phone 715-834-5252

www.johnsewingcenter.com
2425 Seymour Road • Eau Claire, WI 54703

“Kindness Matters”
GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE! 

13712 7th Street •  Osseo, WI 54758 
Phone (715) 864-0742

Find Us On Facebook & Instagram

Shop Online At: www.thequiltingnook.org

Western Wisconsin’s Most Inviting  
Quilt Shop!

Fabrics • Notions • Books • Patterns  
Thread • Batting • Wool  

Hand Embroidery • Clubs • Classes
HOURS: 

Monday-Friday 10-4:30  
Saturday 10-3

Part 1 of the textile bog experiment.
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Visit: Medford, Stanley, Thorp, Withee

The Mariner’s Compass Quilt Pattern
By Rachel Greco 

 
During the early to mid-1800s, Mar-

iner’s Compass quilt patterns were 
very popular. According to quilt histo-
rian Barbara Brackman, they were 
among the earliest named quilting de-
signs in America. These quilt blocks 
are quite intricate and require skill in 
setting them together so that they lay 
flat. Other names for this type of quilt 
block include Rising Sun, Sunburst, 
Chips and Whetstones, and Sunrise.  

Instead of originating from a square 
design, Mariner’s Compass quilts are 
created from a circle with radiating 
points. The number of radiating points 
and designs vary, but they usually con-
tain from 16 to 32 radiating points or 
rays. This quilt pattern may have orig-
inated in 18th century England, with 
the earliest documented Mariner’s 
Compass style of quilt found in Bri-
tain. It is not known whether this quilt 
was actually called a Mariner’s Com-
pass, as documentation accompanying 
it showed a date of 1726, but did not 
include a name.  

Although the exact design source is 
not currently known, it is highly pos-
sible that these types of quilts have 
their origins in the wind rose, a mete-
orological and nautical design element 

that is often found on compasses, 
maps, and monuments.  

Maps and nautical charts often in-
cluded a compass rose for displaying 
the orientation of cardinal directions, 
as well as their intermediate points. 
Sometimes called wind rose or Rose of 
the Winds, the compass rose is found 
in almost all navigational systems, in-
cluding nautical charts, non-direc-
tional beacons, omnidirectional range 
systems, and global positioning sys-
tems.  

The wind rose, along with the simi-
larly designed compass star, was very 
ornate. At a time when sailors heavily 
depended on the wind for navigation, 
the wind rose was used to show cardi-
nal directions—east, west, south and 
north—as well as intermediate direc-

tions. They contained from 4 to 32 
points and were featured on charts and 
maps from as early as the 1300s.  

Early American quilts with the mar-
iner’s compass style of design were 
most often found near the Atlantic 
Coast where the shipping and fishing 
industries were centered, thus giving 
credence to the idea that the nautical 
wind rose was used as inspiration for 
the quilt block. 

The skill level required to create a 
quilt block resembling a wind rose in-
creases depending on how many 
points the block contains. The more 
points a block has, the harder it be-

comes to piece each sharp point. 
Today, the Mariner’s Compass style 

of quilt block can be created using 
paper piecing methods, making it 
much easier to construct than those 
made by hand in the 19th century. 

 
Rachel Greco owns Grandma’s Attic, 

a traditional quilt shop and a large on-
line store in Dallas, Oregon. She has 
written several books and patterns and 
runs Grandma’s Quilt Club, a monthly 
quilt class where participants collect 
quilt blocks, learn about quilt history, 
and make new friends. Learn more at 
https://grandmasatticquilting.com.

An antique Mariner’s Compass quilt block

CENTER

New Shop Location Starting In 2024! 
N14347 Fisher Ave., Thorp, WI 54771

Email: sandysboltsoffun@gmail.com  
Call For Available Dates Of Our Mobile Unit   

Call Sandy At 715-773-0018  For Retreat Information 
& Reservations. 

We Can Accommodate  
From 4-12 People.

Relax & Stay Over At

Open Mon-Fri 9-4 • Sat 9-12 

Shop Phone 715-773-0652 

Check FB For Upcoming Classes 
To Be Held At Our 

Beautiful Retreat Center! 
We Still Have Available Spots. 

Call And Book Your 
Group Spot Today! 

A TIME TO RETREAT
110 E. Stanley St. • Thorp, WI 54771

Come see us at our “old” but “new” location! 
We are back where we started, but there have 
been many fun and exciting changes made, 

and it’s definitely worth the drive to come out 
and see what we have to offer!

Follow Us On FB   
For New Releases  
And Updates! 

QUILTING & VARIETY STOREQUILTING & VARIETY STOREQUILTING & VARIETY STORE

The Unique Variety Store Located in a Rustic, Country Setting!

Furniture • Rugs • Candles • Signs 
Books • Toys • Puzzles • Housewares • Baby Items • Clothing 

Snacks • Honey • Maple Syrup • Candies • Gift Certificates Available 

Mon-Fri 8-5 • Sat 8-4 

N14085 Fernwall Ave Stanley, WI 54768 • 715-644-3591 
From Stanley, drive E on Hwy 29 to S on Copenhaver, turn E on Cty Rd N (approx 1 mile)  

On the corner of Cty N and Fernwall

Thousands of Bolts of Fabric! Quilts! Kits! 
We have a Great Selection of Fabrics & Sewing Supplies...

New Fabrics 
Arriving 
Weekly!

New Fabrics 
Arriving 
Weekly!

April 13 & 14, 2024

Hosted At The Simek Center 
1037 W. Broadway Ave. 

Medford, Wisconsin 54451

Beautiful Quilt Displays Including This Year’s Featured Category - Log Cabin Quilts 
Plus Classes, Demonstrations, Vendors, Food Court, Fun, Friends And “Sew” Much More!

For More Information & Links To Forms, Visit 
www.TwistedThreadsQuiltGroup.com 

Email: medfordquilts@gmail.com
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Visit: Marshfield, Wisconsin Rapids

Wisconsin Rapids - The Land Of The Cranberry Is A Quilter’s Best Friend, Too
Information from wisrapids.org,  
visitwisrapids.com and rootedinred.co 
 
Wisconsin Rapids is a centrally located 

area in our great state, and home to several 
of our advertisers in The Country Register 
of Wisconsin, including Need’le Little Re-
treat, Mimi’s Quilting Cottage, The Cotton 
Thimble, Lighthouse Books and Gifts, and 
Country Freckles. 

Grand Rapids (which you know now as 
Wisconsin Rapids) was incorporated as a 
city on April 6, 1868. The city included the 
area lying on the eastern side of the Wis-
consin River, which is now the city of Wis-
consin Rapids. On April 13, 1869, Grand 
Rapids held its first council meeting. At 
this time, lumbering had been the only pro-
duct of the Grand Rapids area. In the 
springtime, while the waters were high, 
pine boards were floated in large rafts 
down river to markets. A gradual end to 
lumber rafting came in 1872, at which time 
the railroads began to service the area. 

Another settlement located on the west-
ern bank, Centralia, was incorporated as a 
city on April 18, 1874. This city developed 
around sawmills and woodworking plants. 
The first wood pulp mill on the Wisconsin 
River, The Pioneer Pulp Company, was 

started in Centralia around 1884. The first 
paper mill on the river, The Centralia Wa-
terpower and Paper Company, was started 
three years later, and hence, so happened 
the birth of the Wisconsin River Valley’s 
paper industry.  

In 1902, The Consolidated Waterpower 
Company was organized to consolidate 
several of the water power facilities of the 
Grand Rapids-Centralia area. The com-
pany later turned its efforts toward paper-
making, resulting in the birth of 
Consolidated Papers, Inc. 

Wisconsin Rapids earned its name in 
1920, and the area has now had a long his-
tory not only in lumber, but cranberries, in-
dustry and innovation.  

The central location and airport/high-
way/rail transportation links make it a 
crossroads of commercial and leisure ac-
tivity, providing broad-based opportunities 
for individuals and businesses. 

The city, along with Marshfield, were 
ranked as one of the nation’s fifth-best Top 
Small City to Raise a Family (with nearby 
Stevens Point ranking sixth). 

The city now boasts a dozen arts, cul-
ture and historical organizations, along 
with an array of historical architecture. The 
Wisconsin Rapids Community Theatre 

stages an impressive slate of Main Stage 
productions, while providing youth and 
senior performers creative forums through 
workshop productions.  

The Central Wisconsin Cultural Center 
showcases diverse exhibits ranging from 
portraiture to sculpture to photography, 
while also providing a space for workshops 
and live performances.  

Wisconsin Rapids also offers more than 
25 miles of recreational trails, through 
wooded and urban areas, along the river-
front, or crossing paths with the many city 
parks.  

The newest park, Witter Park, features 
a skate park, playground equipment, a 
splash pad, an outdoor shelter, a tennis 
court and six pickleball courts. Witter Park 
Aquatics Center offers three pools, two 
lazy rivers, slides, splash features, a climb-
ing wall, a zip line and concessions. 

Sports fans can play four golf courses 
in the city, and many more close by, all 
nestled in unique landscapes. Or take in a 
game at historic Witter Field, where the 
Northwoods League baseball team, the 
Wisconsin Rapids Rafters, are sure to keep 
you entertained. Be sure to take in a Riv-
erkings hockey game. 

From festivals to fishing, kayaking to 

cranberry harvest, a free municipal zoo and 
more, there’s a lot to see when you’re in 
town. 

Visit the city’s website at 
wirapids.org/community or the Wisconsin 
Rapids Area Convention Bureau’s website 
at visitwisrapids.com for a full list of sea-
sonal festivals and activities. 

 
One-Of-A-Kind Occasion 

Rooted in Red  
Cranberry Farm 

The Rooted in Red Cranberry Farm has 
its roots in the cranberry farm started by 
Charles Dempze. Jamie and Rocky Biegel 
now own and operate Dempze Cranberry. 
Rocky played a key role in partnering and 
developing hybrid cranberry vines with the 
horticulture department at the University 
of Wisconsin.  In 2012 they expanded the 
family business again with the addition of 
King Cranberries for hybrid development 
and research. 

The best part is that you can tour the 
family’s cranberry farm! They also host 
Farm to Fork dinners, which visitors rec-
ommend for the delicious food and impec-
cable attention to detail.  

Check out their social media pages for 
the most up-to-date information on events. 

Need’le Little Retreat
Our Mission is to offer crafters a clean, comfortable,  

central location to get away from life’s challenges and enjoy  
peace and fellowship while focusing on their passions!

340 Lincoln St. • Wisconsin Rapids, WI • 715-323-4028 
Book Your Retreat At: needlelittleretreat.com • Info: dewildestyle.nlr@gmail.com

Historic home with 5 bedrooms and 4 baths, large updated kitchen,  
individual custom made sewing stations,  

large custom built pressing and cutting stations, and design walls.

Visit On Facebook For Classes & WorkshopsVisit On Facebook For Classes & Workshops

Home Studio: 6604 County Road F • Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494 
Phone: 715.423.6464 • www.mimisquiltingcottage.com

Like Us On 
Facebook

By Appointment Only 
Please Phone Me!

LONGARM QUILTING SERVICE

Please check our website or call to verify open 
hours because we also exhibit at many quilt 
shows. 

Open Tuesday-Friday: 10-6 & Saturday: 9-3 
Closed Sunday & Monday 

105891 Mann Rd. 
Marshfield, WI 54449 
Phone: 715.384.8004

2 Miles North of Fleet Farm On Hwy. 13, Then 1.25 Miles West On Mann Rd.

Entire Collection Of Robert Kaufman  

Kona Solids: 365 Colors Plus Color Of The Year (COTY)  
Machine Embroidery Supplies From OESD & Kimberbell 
Glide, Isacord, Floriani, King Tut & Sulky Threads • Quilting Notions

Gift Certificates Available Year ’Round!
Longarm Quilting & Embroidery Service Available!

Like Us On  
Facebook!

Online Store: www.quilt kits and beyond.com

We Will Turn 10 Years Old In May 2024! 
Join Us In May For Specials, Treats & Free Gifts 

We Will Be Vending at The Medford Show April 13 & 14!

Sewing 
Machine 

Repair Service Drop It Off Any Time & We’ll Have Our Repairman Fix It!

Sewing 
Machine 

Repair Service Drop It Off Any Time & We’ll Have Our Repairman Fix It!

COMING SOON: 
Classes In Our 

NEW CLASSROOM!

COMING SOON: 
Classes In Our 

NEW CLASSROOM!

Carol Prahl, owner •  cthimble@wctc.net •  @officialcottonthimble

Over 8000 Bolts of 100% Cotton Fabric (2000 Batiks)!
Famous Name Fabrics Available 

Finished Quilts & Wallhangings for Sale 
New Lines Arriving Weekly 

Christmas Fabric Year Round 
Books on Quilting

540 Daly Ave. (Hwys. 13 & 54)    Wisconsin Rapids, WI • 715-424-1122

Tues-Sat 10-4



For More Information, Visit Online At

13th 
Annual

13th  
Annual

www.wisconsin quiltshop hop.comwww.wisconsin quiltshop hop.com

Mark Your Calendars Now. 
New Dates & Times!

Shop Hop Hours: 
Tuesdays-Fridays 10-5 

Saturdays 10-4

60+ Participating Quilt Shops. 
Exclusive 2024 Fabric Collection. 

Register To Win Great Prizes.

June 1-30, 2024

WISCONSIN 
Quilt Shop Hop
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Visit: Wausau

KISSed Quilts - Label Your Quilts And Build A Legacy
By Marlene Oddie 
 
When you get to the very last step of 

your quilt, it might be easy to forget or not 
bother labeling your quilt, but what 
happens to a cherished quilt when one day 
you are gone and the recipient’s child is 
wondering where the quilt came from? 
Have you seen beautiful quilts at the local 
thrift shop, cast away by a family member 
who may not understand the sentiment be-
hind the quilt? 

Early on in my quilting journey, it was 
explained to me that a label on a quilt is a 
fundamental part of documenting this 
craft. These quilts can generally last longer 
than our lifetime, so having the infor-
mation about the quilt attached to it with a 
label is the simplest way we can keep track 
of its origin. You might find other unique 
details at 
https://marketplace.unl.edu/iqm/fabrics/qu
ilt-label.html. 

 So, what should be in a label? When I’m 
doing sample quilts, I often include more 
technical specifics that help those who will 
be working with the samples—i.e., the fab-
ric collection used, sizing and batting 
content. But in general, labels should in-
clude: 

Name of the quilt: Yes, name it, make it 
fun, tie it into the sentiment of the reason 
the quilt was made. 

What is the reasoning for making the 
quilt or gifting the quilt? Refer to the oc-
casion in which it is being given or created. 

Is it based on someone’s published 
pattern? If so, what is the name of the pat-
tern and who designed/published it? 

Who pieced it? Probably you, so print 
your name or sign it. 

Who quilted it? If it is you, then you 
might want to combine with the item be-
fore and this one just by saying Made by  
[Insert Your Name] if you’re doing it all. 
But if you quilt for hire or had someone 
else do the quilting, it is appropriate to rec-
ognize their contribution to the quilt.  

Location and Date: You can be as spe-
cific or not with this but given it a general 
location (I do the quilting in Grand Coulee) 
and at least the year should be sufficient. 
If it is on a special occasion, you might in-
clude a specific date closer to the top and 
disregard the year shown here at the bot-
tom. 

As a long-arm machine quilter for hire I 
am willing to create labels such as the ex-
ample shown here using my inkjet printer 
and I sign them where my name is shown. 

These can be printed on pre-treated fabric 
that is iron-on or sew-in or use Bubble Jet 
Set 2000 to pre-treat your own fabric and 
then fix the printing with Bubble Jet Rinse 
before drying and sewing the label onto the 
quilt back. There are pre-printed styled la-
bels on which you can easily write the in-
formation you deem appropriate with a 
fabric pen. You might also machine-em-
broider a label or have pre-printed/woven 
signature labels/ribbons that you can sew 
into the binding, giving it at least some 
connection to the maker. Labels should be 
adhered in the lower left corner if facing 
the back or peel back the lower right corner 
when facing the front.  

May your quilt’s label be the connection 
to the legacy you have left behind. 

 
Marlene Oddie (marlene@kissedquilts. 

com) is an engineer by education, project 
manager by profession and now a quilter 
by passion in Grand Coulee, WA at her 
quilt shop, KISSed Quilts. She quilts for 
hire on a Gammill Optimum Plus, but 
especially enjoys designing quilts and as-
sisting in the creation of a meaningful 
treasure for the recipient. Fabric, patterns, 
kits and templates are available at 
http://www.kissedquilts.com. Follow Mar-

lene’s adventures via http://www.face-
book.com/kissedquilts and https://www.in-
stagram.com/marlene. kissedquilts.

An example of a label Oddie has used.

Monday-Friday 10-5:30 • Saturday 10-4

312 and 314 1st Avenue • Wausau, WI • Ph: 715-848-5545

Central Wisconsin’s Stitching Headquarters!

NEEDLE WORKSHOP 

Hundreds of Needlework Patterns, Fabrics,  

Fibers and Accessories! Stop in Today! 

You’ll love our selection!

QUILTING WORKSHOP 

Thousands of Bolts of Fabric,  

An Outrageous Number of Batiks! 

We also carry Moda, Maywood, Asian Prints 

Hand Dyed Wool and More... 

Join us in Medford for the Medford Quilt Show 
Saturday, April 13, 10-4 • Sunday, April 14, 10-3

Celebrating 
31 Years!

SEWING STUDIO

10% OFF
One Cut Of Fabric  

If You Bring In This Ad As A Coupon!

CLIP &
 SA

V
E • CLIP &

 SA
V

E • CLIP &
 SA

V
E

www.anasewingstudio.com

Your Headquarters For Sew Steady  

Education & Products.  
Join Our Classes! 

Sewing Machine Sales & Service 
Fabric • Threads • Notions 
Sewing Tables • Classes

Wausau
225675 Rib Mountain Dr. • Wausau, Wisconsin 54401 • (715) 355-1511

Check Out Our Expanding Fabric Lines!

Open Monday-Friday 10-5 & Saturday 10-4

www.sewsmartonline.com 
Mon-Fri 9-6 • Sat 9-3 • Sun Closed 

sales@sewsmartonline.com

227207 Rib Mountain Drive 
Wausau, WI  54401 

Phone: 715-845-9675 

Central & Northern Wisconsin’s Top Rated, Excellence Award Winning Creative Sewing Center!

WAUSAU, WI 

Sew Smart Is A Full Line Quilt Shop:  
We Offer Fabrics, Patterns, Books,  

Notions & Threads, Classes.  
New Fabrics Arriving Daily! 

Visit Our New Creative Learning Center! 
Check out our Website for Upcoming Events and Class Schedules  

of all our classes offered in each store.

We Offer Sewing Machine Sales & Service

Facebook Live: 
4:00 pm 

Every  
1st & 3rd  
Monday

We Carry Kaffe Fassett, 
Tula Pink & Ruby Star  

Designer Fabrics

WausauWausau
Come To VisitCome To Visit Wausau is the hub of the central and north-central Wisconsin region with 

a metro population of above 100,000.  It is located between two major  
four-lane highways, Interstate 39 (north and south) and Highway 29  

(east and west). It is also known as "Arts Town USA" due to its  
commitment to the performing arts. 

Wausau is the hub of the central and north-central Wisconsin region with 
a metro population of above 100,000.  It is located between two major  
four-lane highways, Interstate 39 (north and south) and Highway 29  

(east and west). It is also known as "Arts Town USA" due to its  
commitment to the performing arts. 
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Visit: Eagle River, Rhinelander, Tomahawk, WI; Houghton, MI

A Swedish Take On Spring Cleaning Can Be Helpful For Quilters, Crafters
By Barbara Polston 
 
Have you heard about Swedish Death 

Cleaning? As I understand it, the idea is 
seniors should purge their possessions so 
that, when they pass away, friends and 
family will not be faced with the task. Sev-
eral of my friends have embraced the con-
cept and are shedding years of stored goods. 
No doubt, the process of disposing of the 
physical remnants of someone’s life, espe-
cially while grieving, can be daunting.  

For those of us with hobbies, we cer-
tainly have collections of all the accoutre-
ment of our craft. I am no different with 
things squirreled away in various places in 
my house. While my “curated collection” 
is not as impressive as some, there is quite 
a bit. Neither of my daughters are interested 
in taking up the mantle. I worry about their 
ability to find good homes for these things; 
I would hate for it to end up in a land fill.  

One of our neighbors, older and in fail-
ing health, has begun purging her craft 

items. Learning that I sew, quilt, and em-
broider, she gifted me with several boxes, 
little related to the hobby work I do. These 
items were given with all good intention, 
but without first asking. I did feel it was a 
“dump” of sorts making her problem my 
problem.  

These ponderings have led to several 
thoughts for those who might be consid-
ering Swedish Death Cleaning. 

1. If you are a hobbyist, try to find a 
group of practitioners who will come and 
take care of everything when you are no 
longer around or if you are sure you are fin-
ished. My quilt guild has such a program. 
If that is not an option, seek out a group 
welcoming of these donations, for example, 
scout troops, art teachers, or senior centers. 
Some communities have organizations that 
accept the donations and then allow art 
teachers to shop everything for use in their 
classrooms.  

2. Take your time, addressing one 
drawer or box at a time. If you think some 

of your items may have value as vintage or 
antique finds, seek out someone knowl-
edgeable to give you good information. A 
relative might be interested in having that 
heirloom. If not, it may be to your advan-
tage to sell great-grandpa’s pocket watch. 

3. If you are gifting things to others, 
make sure they want them. No sense pass-
ing on items that will not be used, adding 
to the recipient’s items to dispose of when 
the time comes. It is hard to let go of things 
given to us by those we love. Don’t force 
friends and family into that position.  

4. Donate freely to thrift shops, espe-
cially those run to support causes you be-
lieve in. Upcycling is quite popular if I can 
believe my social media feed. Reusing and 
repurposing is good for the environment 

and you can contribute to that movement. 
This feels a bit like pondering our mor-

tality, but everything comes to an end. Per-
haps we should be judicious about what we 
leave behind.  

 
©Barbara Polston, Tucson, Arizona, 

January 2024. Barbara Polston, the author 
of “Quilting With Doilies: Inspiration, 
Techniques, and Projects” (Schiffer Press, 
2015) and “Meet Puppy Brian” and 
“Puppy Brian and the Grey Cat” 
(www.puppybrian.com), lives in Tucson, 
Arizona where she has failed at retirement, 
but getting more time to stitch in a variety 
of forms. Contact Barbara at barbarapol-
stonquilter@gmail.com.  

www.sewsmartonline.com 
Monday-Friday 9-5 • Saturday 9-3 

sales@sewsmartonline.com

Central & Northern Wisconsin’s Top Rated, Excellence Award Winning Creative Sewing Center!

RHINELANDER, WI 

We Offer Sewing Machine Sales & Service

Best selection of batiks in the Northwoods 
with over 500 bolts of batiks in our store! 

New fabrics arriving daily.

Visit Us At Our New Location! 
844 NORTH STEVENS ST • RHINELANDER, WI

Check out our Website for Upcoming Events and Class Schedules 
of all our classes offered in each store.

844 North Stevens Street 
 Rhinelander, Wisconsin 

Phone: 715-362-8321

Facebook Live: 
4:00 pm 

Every  
1st & 3rd  
Monday

Now Carrying Tilda 
Designer Fabrics

Store Hours: 
Monday-Friday 9:00-4:30 

Saturday 10:00-3:00  
Sunday Closed

View our online store at www.sewpiecefulquiltshop.com 
www.facebook.com/sewpiecefulquilting

Find &  
Like Us 

on Facebook!

Bringing Generations Together Under One Roof!
Fabric, Patterns, Notions, Kits, Classes, Long-Arm Quilting, Custom Quilt Sewing Service  

118 W. Wisconsin Ave. 
Tomahawk, WI • Ph: 715-453-7126  

Located In Beautiful, Historic Downtown Tomahawk

46509 US Highway 41 • Houghton, MI 49931
www.portagequilthouse.com

906-487-5500

Take A Ride To See Copper Country 
And Stop In To Visit Us!

Visit Us For All Your 
Fabric Needs!

Winter Hours January Through April: 
Thurs & Fri 10:30-4:00 & Sat 10:30-3:00

Lurky & Me
Longarm 

Computerized Edge To Edge  
Machine Quilting

Jeanne Leurquin • (715) 891-7907 
Call Or Email For An Appointment! 

112 N. Aquila Court • Eagle River, WI 54521 
jjarvislurkin@yahoo.com
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Visit: Shawano

How Quilting Can Promote Relaxation & Mindfulness
By Steve Baker 
 
We all know what quilting is, but 

let’s explore how quilting can pro-
mote relaxation and mindfulness and 
share tips for incorporating these 
practices into your quilting routine. 

 
The Benefits of  
Mindfulness in Quilting    
In today's circles where mental 

and physical health are so important, 
we hear a great deal about mindful-
ness. It is the conscious practice of 
being thoroughly present and en-
gaged in the current moment. It in-
volves non-judgmental awareness of 
your thoughts, feelings and physical 
sensations. When you practice mind-
fulness, you’re able to let go of dis-
tractions and focus on the task at 
hand. This can lead to a range of 
benefits, including reduced stress and 
anxiety, improved emotional regula-
tion and increased coping skills.  

The Comfort of Repetition   
One of the key ways that quilting 

promotes mindfulness is through the 
repetition of simple, familiar mo-
tions. When you quilt, you may find 
yourself repeating the same stitch 
pattern or motion over and over 
again. At first, this may seem tedious 
or monotonous, but over time, it be-
comes a soothing, comforting pro-
cess. Repetition is comforting 
because it creates a predictable 
rhythm that you can rely on. It can be 
particularly helpful when you’re feel-
ing stressed or anxious, as it provides 
a sense of stability and routine.  

 
Practical Tips for Practicing  
Mindfulness While Quilting   
If you’re looking to incorporate 

more mindfulness into your quilting 
practice, here are a few practical tips 
to keep in mind.  

Create a Comfortable Space: The 
environment you quilt in can have a 

big impact on how relaxed and pres-
ent you feel. Create a comfortable, 
inviting space that feels safe and 
soothing to you. You may want to add 
soft lighting, calming music, or other 
elements that help you to feel relaxed 
and focused.  

Choose Simple Projects: When 
you’re first starting out with mindful 
quilting, it can be helpful to choose 
simple, repetitive projects that allow 
you to settle into a meditative 
rhythm. A straight-forward patch-
work quilt or simple block pattern 
can be a great starting point.  

Breathe: Breathing exercises can 
be a helpful way to relax and center 
yourself before and during your quilt-
ing practice. Start with a few deep, 
slow breaths before you begin to 
center your thoughts and continue to 
focus on your breath throughout the 
process. This takes practice so be for-
giving and understanding with your-
self when you lose focus.  

Take Breaks: While quilting can be 
a soothing and meditative practice, 

it’s also important to take breaks 
when you need them. If you’re feel-
ing tired or overwhelmed, step away 
from your project for a few minutes 
and do something else. Take a walk, 
read a book, or simply sit quietly and 
breathe. Returning to your quilting 
project with a fresh mind can help 
you to feel more engaged and ener-
gized.  

Quilting is a wonderful way to 
promote mindfulness and relaxation 
but like all new skills, it takes prac-
tice. Give yourself grace during the 
process. It doesn't matter if you’re a 
longtime quilter or a beginner, adding 
mindfulness to your quilting practice 
can help you to achieve greater emo-
tional balance and wellbeing.  

 
Steve Baker is the director of mar-

keting at SewEndipitous located at 
1093A Albright Road in Rock Hill, 
South Carolina. For more infor-
mation visit the website www.SewEn-
dipitous.com. 
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Visit: Green Bay, Marinette, Sturgeon Bay

REOPENING APRIL 15th

www.barndoorquilts.com

160 N 3rd Ave, Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235   920-746-1544

Visit Our Booth at: 
Northwoods Quilt Show - Marinette - April 6 & 7
Evergreen Quilt Show - Green Bay - April 19 & 20

Winter Hours - November - March
OPEN Monday - Sunday 10am - 3pm

Summer Hours - April - October
 Monday - Saturday 10am - 5pm

Sunday 10am - 3pm

CLOSED MARCH 24th

Closed March 24th - April 14th 
We are working on building new shelves,

updating displays, vending at spring shows,
and sprucing up the shop!
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www.anasewingstudio.com

10% OFF
One Cut Of Fabric  

If You Bring In This Ad As A Coupon!

Your Headquarters For Sew Steady  

Education & Products.  
Join Our Classes! 

Green Bay
Check Out Our Expanding Fabric Lines!

933 Anderson Dr. Suite D • Green Bay, Wisconsin 54304 • (920) 965-0680

Open Monday Through Friday 10-5 • Saturday 10-4
NOW A  

DEALER FOR

Magical Mystical 
Quilting Show

www.evergreenquiltersguild.com/quiltshow

Friday, April 19 • 10am-5pm 

Saturday, April 20 • 9am-3pm

Evergreen  
Quilters Guild 
Biennial Show

GREEN BAY COMMUNITY CHURCH 

600 CARDINAL LANE • GREEN BAY, WISCONSIN 
$8/Day, $12 Two-Day Passes • Kids 10 & Under Free 

Free Parking

Featuring: 
Quilts From “Sacred Threads Exhibit” 
Quilts From The Guild “Clue Game” 

Quilt Exhibit And Contest 
Vendors, Bakery, Attic Treasures,  

Silent Auction, Quilt Sale, Raffles & More!

Infant • Juvenile • Batiks 
Kansas Troubles • Reproductions 

Novelties • Outdoor & Wildlife 
Blenders • Holiday • Landscaping 

Heritage • Contemporary  
Floral • Widebacks • Flannel  

Cuddle And Many More!

LARGEST VARIETY  
OF COTTON FABRICS:  
OVER 5,500 BOLTS! 

NOLTING LONG ARM  
QUILT MACHINE SALES 

1550 Dousman St. • Green Bay, WI • 920-965-2085 
Just 1 mile east of Hwy 41 & Hwy 29 interchange!

www.favoritequiltshop.com
Shop In-Person or Online at

Store Hours: 
M-Th 9:30-5:00 • Fri 9:30-4:30 •  Sat. 9:30-3

NEW ARRIVALS 
WEEKLY! 

COME SEE WHAT’S NEW!

We Have More Than  
200 Panels In Stock!

Each Panel When You 
Present This Ad  
As Your Coupon

10% OFF

2024 NORTHWOODS QUILTERS 
QUILT SHOW

Saturday, April 6, 10-4 • Sunday, April 7, 11-3 
Marinette Rec Center • 2501 Pierce Ave • Marinette, WI 54143 

$5.00 Admission • Children Free When Accompanied By Adult

View At Least 200 Quilts, Queen Size (98”X 98”) Raffle Quilt  
Plus Over 30 Mini Raffles, Many Demos, Bed Turning, Vendors,  

Boutique And Attic Treasures, Free Make N Takes From “Sew Cranky”
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Visit: Appleton, Oshkosh

KISSed Quilts - Spinning Frames
By Marlene Oddie 
 
Do you love cats? Cat quilts? Cat 

fabric? How about drinking wine? 
Northcott has a new collection—

Whiskers and Wine shipping to stores 
now! This includes a border print 
(used in the quilt) and 28 unique mo-
tifs that are cleverly framed in this 
quilt. 

Using a half rectangle triangle 
shape creates a spinning design 
around each printed image. 

Consider using the AnglePlay® 
template system for the easiest con-
struction of these half rectangle trian-
gles. 

This pattern is designed to work 
for 5 ½” cut squares in each frame. If 
you’ve got another size to use, the 

rectangle on each side can be adjusted 
to fit the shape! 

The border stripe is fussy cut and 
gets you all the borders as shown in 
one piece for each side. The pattern 
includes mitering details. 

You can find this pattern on my 
website or ask at a local quilt shop 
near you. Be sure to tag us if you 
make this up in these fabrics or some-
thing else. Happy stitching! 

 
Marlene Oddie (marlene@kissed-

quilts.com) is an engineer by educa-
tion, project manager by profession 
and now a quilter by passion in 
Grand Coulee, WA at her quilt shop, 
KISSed Quilts. She quilts for hire on 
a Gammill Optimum Plus, but espe-
cially enjoys designing quilts and as-
sisting in the creation of a meaningful 
treasure for the recipient. Fabric, pat-
terns, kits and templates are available 
at http://www.kissedquilts.com. Fol-
low Marlene’s adventures via 
http://www.facebook.com/kissedquilts 
and https://www.instagram.com/mar-
lene.kissedquilts.

Full Line 
Quilt Shop

1017 W. Northland Avenue  
“Across From Festival Foods” 

Appleton, WI 54914 • 920-882-6430

Check our our newsletter for the newest classes 
Find us on Facebook & Instagram

CLUBS & CLASSES 
Check out our new clubs & classes

Help Us Welcome Spring With Our  
April Showers Event 
       April 15th-20th 

        Watch For Details!

Our children's section  
is filled with new samples and 

ideas for your perfect baby quilt.

Website: www.goingtopiecesquiltco.com 
Email:goingtopiecesquiltcompany@yahoo.com  

Hours:  Monday-Friday 9-5:30 • Saturday 9-3 • Sunday 12-3

More Than 5,000 bolts  
new lines arriving weekly!

www.anasewingstudio.com

10% OFF
One Cut Of Fabric  

If You Bring In This Ad As A Coupon!

Mon-Fri 10-5 • Thurs 10-7 • Sat 10-4 • Sun 10-2

Ana’s Sewing Studio • Appleton
1230 W. College Ave. • Appleton, Wisc. 54914  

(920) 734-8262 • Email: anassewingstudio@gmail.com

Find & Like Us On Facebook

Your Headquarters For Sew Steady  

Education & Products.  

Join Our Classes! 

Sewing Machine  
Sales & Service 

Fabric • Threads 
Notions 

Sewing Tables 
Classes

Over 5,000 Bolts Of Quilting Fabric!

We Also  
Have Stores  
In Wausau 

& Green Bay!

Shop In-Person Or Online 

Our Entire Inventory Is Available On Our Website! 

In-Person & Virtual Classes  
For All Customers Who Purchase A Machine From Us!

We’re Now 

A Janome 
Dealer!

We Service & Repair  
Most Makes & Models 

 
Janome Pro Longarm  

Quilter Rental Available 
 

Sewing & Embroidery 
Classes  

 
Visit Our Website  

For Upcoming Classes 

1821 Harrison Street 
Oshkosh, Wisconsin 

920-230-7397 (SEWS) 
itssewrite.com 

   Mon-Fri 10-5 • Sat 9-1

MC 9480
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Visit: Beaver Dam

Learning To Improvise As A Quilter
By Barbara Polston 
 
I consider myself a traditional quilt-

maker. Even when creating art quilts, I 
use traditional techniques. When piec-
ing, I work to make intersections 
match. If points are part of the design, 
I try my best to make sure they fall ex-
actly where they should without cutting 
off the tips with an errant seam. All my 
projects have a plan for what they will 
look like when complete.  

The Quilt Alliance, a nonprofit organ-
ization dedicated to document, pre-
serve, and share the American quilt 
heritage, marked its 30th anniversary in 
2023 with a Block of the Month sew-
along. (You can learn more by visiting 
their website, www.quiltalliance.org.) 
Once a month, for nine months, 
members received a free pattern for a 
quilt block. Each of the patterns was 
designed by a different, well-known 
quilt artist. Participants were encour-
aged to post photos of their finished 
blocks on social media, tagging the de-
signers and the Quilt Alliance. I partic-
ipated in this celebration and looked 
forward to receiving each new pat-

tern…well, for the most part. 
One of the blocks was a nod to “im-

provisational quilting.” An improvisa-
tional quilt is defined as one made 
without specific intention. One of the 
most common forms used to create 
such quilts is the sewing of random 
pieces of fabric together with no regard 
to straight seams. There is no worry if 
block joins meet precisely. One under-
takes the process without knowing ex-
actly what it will look like in the end. 

Given my predilection for precision 
piecing and a solid vision of my end 
point, tackling this block of only 12 
inches square literally struck fear in my 
heart. The designer shared their 
method, which was to just sew fabric 
together in haphazard rows and then 
trim the resulting pieced fabric down to 

the desired size. The pattern did ac-
knowledge those of us who would find 
this challenging. Directions were given 
to cut some 30 pieces of fabric to spe-
cific sizes and a layout was provided to 
stitch to an improvisational-looking re-
sult. This confused me even further. If 
one followed a precise pattern, how 
would that be improvisational? I pro-
crastinated until the next pattern arrived 
in my inbox. With a need to move on to 
the next month’s block, it was time that 
I took on this improvisational chal-
lenge.  

I decided to just “do my own thing.” 
I cut strips of fabric and pieced them to-
gether, varying the width of the ex-
posed fabric. These strips were cut to a 
generous length and then sewn to-
gether. As planned, the created fabric 

was larger than needed and trimmed to 
size. Whew! I did it! Put that block in 
the “done” column.  

Sometimes we need to improvise. 
You may discover you are lacking an 
ingredient for a recipe under way and 
must improvise a substitution. A col-
league is absent and you are called 
upon to make a presentation with little 
preparation. Based on your knowledge, 
you improvise and present. The need to 
improvise, I believe, is a rare occur-
rence. I learned that improvisational 
piecing and quilt-making is not some-
thing I would choose to do, but I also 
learned that, if necessary, I can impro-
vise.  

 
©Barbara Polston, Tucson, Arizona, 

Barbara Polston, the author of “Quilt-
ing With Doilies: Inspiration, Tech-
niques, and Projects” (Schiffer Press, 
2015) and “Meet Puppy Brian” and 
“Puppy Brian and the Grey Cat” 
(www.puppybrian.com), lives in Tucson 
where she has failed at retirement, but 
is getting more time to stitch in a vari-
ety of forms. Contact Barbara at bar-
barapolstonquilter@gmail.com. 
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Visit: Clinton, Fort Atkinson, Milton, Mukwonago, New Glarus, Waterford, Whitewater

All You Need Is Your Needle & Thread
By Sheila Tinkham  
 
All I need is my needle and thread 
I forget awhile 
Any spats 

Any troubles 
All I need is my needle and thread 
For a moment 
I am in bliss 
All I need is my needle and thread 

I sew 
A quilt 
My new creation 
Yet all I need is my needle and 

thread.. 
Life itself 
Stands still... 
Complete. 
All I need is my needle and thread. 

Sheila Tinkham lives in Lincoln, 
NE. She started quilting when she 
sprained her ankle and fell in love 
with the process of sewing and the fo-
cused peacefulness of making and 
designing quilts. Writing is her pas-
sion and she has self-published three 
poetry books. You can follow her on 
Twitter at SheilaTinkham.

Something For Everyone: 
You Will Be So Glad You Stopped In.  

Large Selection Of Flannel Fabrics 
Check Out Our 3000 Sq. Ft. Shopping Area!

Exit 8 Off Hwy. 26 • 8005 N Milton Rd • Milton, WI 53563 
Phone 608-868-7912 • www.loosethreadsllc.com 

marykay@loosethreadsllc.com

Store Hours: Monday - Saturday 10-4 • Closed Sundays

Largest Quilt Shop In Southern Wisconsin

We Stock Over 7,000 Bolts Of Fabric:  

Fabric •Notions •Alterations 
Patterns•Books•Gifts 
Feather Pillow Cleaning

13 7th Avenue       New Glarus, WI     608-527-2411

COME SEE US!

OPEN TUESDAY-FRIDAY 10-5 & SATURDAY 10-3 • CLOSED SUNDAY & MONDAY

LONGARM QUILTING SERVICE
We Sell Store Quilt 

Samples!

PO 
BOX 
988

Quilting 
Shoppe
Quilting 
Shoppe

35th Annual Crazy Quilters Guild Show

Parkview Middle School • 930 N. Rochester (Hwy 83) • Mukwonago, WI 

Saturday, March 23, 2024 • 9am-4pm 
Sunday, March 24, 2024 •10am-3pm

www.mukwonagocrazyquilters.com

35th Annual Crazy Quilters Guild Show

Special Category : Medallion 

Judged Show • Sewing Machine & Quilt Raffle • Vendor Mall 
Bed Turning • Boutique • Bargain Bins 

Admission $7 (2-day Admission $10) 

Information/Clarice: 262-378-7319 • Appraisals: Contact Joan Bernau @ 262-662-2187

Reg Hours: Tues., Wed., Thurs. 11am - 5pm • Fri. 10am - 4pm  
Sat. 9am - 4 pm • Closed Sun. & Mon. (Open by appt.) Email: thequiltpatch@centurytel.net

LLC

W3352 Lower Hebron Rd 

Fort Atkinson, WI 

Ph. 262-593-8462 

W3352 Lower Hebron Rd 

Fort Atkinson, WI 

Ph. 262-593-8462 

Find us on Facebook!

• Specializing in Kits 

• Classes Available 

• Longarm Quilting 

• Floral Fabric

COME AND JOIN US! 
Participating in the 
2024 Wisconsin  
State Shop Hop 
June 1-30, 2024 

Shop Hop Hours:  
Tuesday-Friday 10-5 • Sat. 10-4 

Creative Spaces Studio 
407 E Main Street • Waterford, WI 53185 

262-534-9146 
www.creativespacesstudio.net

Gift Shop • Art Studio 

Quilt Shop

HOURS:  
Tuesday-Friday 10am-5pm 
Saturday: 10am-4pm 
Closed Sunday & Monday

Long Arm Stitching Service 
Great selection of Precuts & Kits 
Fabrics: New Arrivals Monthly

244 Allen St. 

Clinton, WI 53525 
608-676-6196 
www.twinturtlequilts.com

Shop Hours: 
Tues-Friday 10-5 

Saturday 10-4 
Closed Sun. & Mon.

Check Our FB Page For 
Possible Changes To Hours

LIKE US 

ON FB!

2,900 Bolts & Counting!  
Novelty/Brights (Blank, Studio E, QT Fabrics),  

Traditionals (Kansas Troubles, Jo Morton),  
Eclectic (Tim Holtz, Sue Penn) &  Panels Galore! 

Longarm Quilting Service Since 1995 

Shop Online: www.twinturtlequilts.com
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Visit: Mauston, Montello, Reedsburg

Writing From Life - Inspired By Marcia, Marcia, Marcia!
By Jeanette Lukowski 
 
For those of a certain age, the ring of 

that name, Marcia, repeated three times 
can only mean one person: Marcia 
Brady. Although her co-star, Eve 
Plumb, spoke the words, it’s Marcia’s 
face which appears in my brain every 
time. Imagine my surprise when I dis-
covered Maureen McCormick—the 
skilled thespian behind the character’s 
name—had designed a line of quilting 
fabric! 

No kidding. I learned about it during 
the pandemic lockdowns of 2020 and 
2021, so I veered from my usual path of 
only purchasing from a brick-and-mor-
tar quilt store: I purchased a small quan-
tity of several designs from the line 
available through a reputable online re-
tailer. 

Working with a small budget allotted 
for quilting fabric (as I already have so 
much, please and thank you), I re-
viewed the choices carefully.  

“This one looks like the fabric in a 
dress my mother made for me when I 
was about 6 years old, so a half a yard 
will be lovely. That one looks like the 

flowery fabric of a dress one of the girls 
wore, so I’ll take a half a yard of it. Oh, 
and that one? That reminds me of …” 

A modest collection, it fit nicely into 
a small shoe-box-sized plastic box in 
my sewing room. My plan was to make 
myself a “flower garden” quilt some 
day, using a simple 9-patch block and 
Kelly green sashing between. (Maureen 
McCormick had made her fabric line 
display quilt using hexagons, I believe; 
I am not there yet, skill-wise, but 9-
patch is definitely in my skill-set.) 

I moved before I had a chance to 
start that quilt, though, so the fabric re-
mained packed, and the priorities for 
unpacking boxes reshuffled the order of 
projects to be worked on next. 

Back in Minnesota for the Shop Hop 
in brick-and-mortar stores during 2022, 
I spotted the end-of-bolt sale for one of 
McCormick’s fabrics! I didn’t hesitate: 
I purchased the remaining yardage. Yes, 
I had the same fabric at home … but it 
was on a clearance rack! I had to have 
it, especially when the purchase in-
cluded an end-of-bolt discount. 

That was the day I devised the plan: 
every woman in my family of a certain 

age were going to get something made 
with some of that Maureen McCormick 
fabric. Some day. 

Discovering a second set of fabrics 
designed and released by Maureen 
McCormick during the 2023 Minnesota 
Shop Hop, I got on the task (once again 
limiting my purchases to one yard of 
just two of the newest fabrics). 

Welcome to my year of Marcia 
Brady table runners! It’s the surprise 
birthday gift I’m quietly making and 
popping into the mail for three women 
in my family, and two of my best 
friends. I’m using the same clearance-
rack yardage for all five, but the coordi-

nates and approach to my three block 
Disappearing 9-Patch table runner are 
creating some really fascinating differ-
ences! So far, one has included 
Gnomes, the second is three-color, and 
the third is scrappy. 

They look so different! And I’m hav-
ing fun. 

 
©Jeanette Lukowski 2023. Jeanette 

is a mother, grandmother, teacher, and 
author who lives in Mankato, MN. She 
is inspired by the lives of strong women. 
Her email address is: writingfrom-
life@yahoo.com.

To Shop Online, Visit Our Website •  Open Mon-Sat 9-5, Closed Sunday

www.qquilts.com  
email: qquiltsreedburg@qquilts.com 

940 E. Main St., Reedsburg, WI • 608-524-8435

Located In A “Victorian House” On Main Street In Reedsburg. 
Eleven Rooms Of Fabric!

We Carry A Variety Of Patterns, Books & Notions. 
Classes & Retreats Offered For 

Beginners To Advanced. 
9,000-10,000 Bolts Of Fabric!

Quilts • Fabrics • Yarns 
Wool Fabric Patterns • Books & Classes 
Knitting & Crocheting Supplies  
Home Decor • Gift Items  • Custom Baskets  
Seasonal & Decorative Arrangements 
Spices • Jellies • Jams  
Recipe Books 
Handmade Clothing

505 Main Street  

Montello, WI 53949 
608.297.7849 Also Visit Our Garden Center!
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Visit: Boscobel, Darlington, Fennimore, Platteville, Prairie du Chien & Viroqua, WI; Postville, IA

Hours: Mon.-Friday: 9am-5pm, Thurs Until 5:30 • Saturday 9am-4pm

117 FS Drive Suite C • Viroqua, WI 54665• 608-637-7002

www.quiltbasketncreations.com

Like Us On 
Facebook!

We’re Also On Instagram!

 Fabric, Flannels, Notions,  
Patterns, Kits, Wool Felt, DMC Floss  

& Longarm Quilting Service

A Quaint Quilt Store 

With So Much More!

608-326-4371
Hours: Thurs & Fri 10-5 • Saturday 10-4 • Closed Sunday216 N. Marquette Road

Prairie du Chien, WI

Fabric • Books • Patterns • Jelly Rolls 
 Charm Packs • Unique Gifts & More!

Follow Us On Facebook

FOREST MILLS QUILT SHOPFOREST MILLS QUILT SHOP
650 FOREST MILLS RD • POSTVILLE, IA 52162  • 563.568.3807  

(COUNTY ROAD X16 - BETWEEN WAUKON & LUANA) 
 www.forestmillsquilts.com • forestmillsquilts@gmail.com

Enjoy 20% OFF During The Shop Hop!

Don’t  

Miss 

The...

NE Iowa Shop Hop 
Wednesday-Saturday, April 17-20 

8:00 AM - 5:00 PM Each Day Hours:  
Tuesday-Friday 10-5 

Saturday 10-4

Gifts & Decor For Everyday, Seasonal & Occasions 
       Vintage • Traditional • Rustic 

          Fresh Spring Looks & Easter Basket Surprises

3000 Bolts Quilt Fabric Plus Notions, Books & More. 
Kansas Troubles,  30s, Vintage, Children's,   

Holiday, Panels, Patriotic.  
Quilts Of Valor & Sugar Creek Quilt Auction Sponsor.  

Exclusive Paisley Star Patterns 
New Classes For Spring- Sewing, Quilting, Crafts

608-375-2556 
903 Elm St. • Boscobel, WI 53805 

www.thepaisleystar.com

March 1-2: Vintage Shop Hop - Interactive Map On Social Media 
March 16: Worldwide Quilting Day Sale  

One-Day Specials, Giveaways & Free Events Mid-Day 
SALE CONTINUES ALL WEEK, MARCH 16-23 

Our Biggest Sale Of The Year 
More Info Online And On Social Media

Our New Website: pickettfencequiltshop.com

Be Inspired By Our Abundance Of Samples!  
3000+ Bolts To Get Your Creative Juices Flowing &  
70+ Delicious Bulk Chocolates For You To Enjoy!

Follow Us! 

Quilt Shop • Candy Store

100 W Blackhawk Ave,  
Prairie du Chien, WI 

608.326.4593

Reg. Hours: M-F 10-5 
Saturday 10-4 
Sunday 12-4

Facebook Live Events: 
‘After Hours  

At The  
Pickett Fence’ 

Tuesday Evenings 6:00 p.m.

Fun Quality Fabrics  
Longarm Quilting Services

Pins & Pieces Quilt Shop

242 Main St, • Darlington, WI 53530 • Phone:  608-776-2116 
      Email: pinspiecesquilt@centurytel.net • Website: pinsandpiecesquiltshop.com 

Store Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. • Sat. 10:00 ish to 3:00 ish

85 W. Main St. • Platteville, WI  53818
608-348-4977 - Tue-Fri 10-5; Sat 10-3 
Email: hiddenquilts@centurytel.net 

Owner-Carol Long

“When life gives you scraps, make quilts!” Home of Hidden Quilts  
Design Patterns

Arrow & Kangaroo Cabinet Dealer

Call or Email For Our Class Schedule!

LARGE SELECTION OF FREE SPIRIT FABRIC INCLUDING  
TULA PINK & KAFFE FASSETT, HOFFMAN HAND-DYED BATIKS,  

1930’S REPRODUCTION FABRICS & LORI HOLT’S FROM RILEY BLAKE

The DeWitt House: 
“A Stitch In Time” 

Retreat Center

Call To Reserve:

2024



Website: www.creativegatherings.org 
Email: quilt@creativegatherings.org 

Phone: (608) 341-8672

Wingville Country RetreatWingville Country Retreat
THE IDEAL RETREAT FOR CREATIVE PEOPLE

Gather, Create, Relax!

6 BEDROOMS • 4,000 SQUARE FEET • BEAUTIFULLY FURNISHED • ACCOMMODATES UP TO 14

TESTIMONIALS FROM A FEW OF OUR GUESTS:

Host your next crafting retreat at Wingville  
Country Retreat.  Wingville Country Retreat is  
a beautiful 4,100-square-foot home designed 
specifically for quilting and crafting retreats. This 
spacious 6 BR, 3 BA retreat offers luxury  
accommodations for up to 14 guests. 
 
Set on 3 acres located on the outer edge of 
Montfort, Wisconsin, Wingville Country Retreat 
offers small-town charm with panoramic views of 
green pastures and rolling hills.  It is the perfect 
place to create, laugh, relax, and make  
memories. 
 
Whether your passion is quilting, scrapbooking, 
knitting, painting, crafting, beading, writing, or 
just relaxing with friends, Wingville Country  
Retreat is the ideal place for your next retreat.

Wingville Country Retreat Is Located On The Western Edge Of The  
Charming Rural Community Of Montfort In Beautiful Southwest Wisconsin.

Visit creativegatherings.org For Retreat  
Pricing And Reservation Information. 

Don’t Wait. Book Your Retreat Today! 
creativegatherings.org

“PERFECT!  This is the word all nine of us kept using to  
describe this place.  Every year we rent a place to come 
together.  This place by far has been our favorite!  We sat 
outside by the fire every night and saw Jupiter and  
Saturn through the telescope, made homemade pizza, and 
enjoyed everything this place had to offer.  The house was 
so clean, and comfortable and felt like a home away from 
home. Thank you for giving us this amazing opportunity to 
stay in such a PERFECT place!”

“This was our first quilting retreat.  What a beautiful  
first-time experience.  This place is so so so perfect; 
bright, roomy, and homey feeling. Thank you for making 
such an awesome rental.”

“Thank, you so much for opening your house to us.  This is a beautiful home!   
We loved the time we could spend together – four sisters and one niece.   
We watched the cows meander through the fields, made friends with one  
of the neighbor’s cats, made Belgium waffles and laughed until we cried. 
Thank you for helping us create more family memories!”

“A beautiful and well-appointed house to spend time with friends.  We 
knitted, weaved, and spun yarn.  We also ate well and enjoyed wine.  We 
had everything we needed and were very comfortable!  We’ll be back!”

“Thank you for renting this beautiful house to us! You have 
thought about everything; we were so comfortable!  Plus 
we got our 1st big snowfall and it was a perfect snow-in 
weekend.  We had a wonderful time!”

ACCESSIBLE WITH ENTRY RAMPS,  
CHAIR LIFT ON THE STAIRS, WALK-IN SHOWER
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An Oven Saga From A Crafter’s Perspective

By Jeanette Lukowski 
 
I remember hearing about a Block-

of-the-Month program at a local quilt 
store, perhaps 10 years ago? While I 
was intrigued by the name, I was too 
distracted by other things to ask ques-
tions that day. Perhaps a year later, in 
the summer (when life feels a little 
more relaxed for me), I finally got 
around to asking. 

For that store, Block-of-the-Month 
was connected to a class offered once 
a month. During the day. In the middle 
of the work week. Not an option for 
my work schedule. But the idea stayed 
with me. 

A few years later, I ran across a 
store promoting a different kind of 
Block-of-the-Month program. Simply 
purchase the four necessary fat 
quarters to create the block (she sup-
plied the pattern for free); if you re-

turned to the store the following 
month, with your finished block, you 
then received that month’s free pat-
tern—and received a discount on any 
additional fat quarters purchased to 
make THAT block. I was hooked!  

I received and made my January 
block, and February block—but then 
the store experienced a fire, and closed 
on February 28. No March block pat-
tern. Or April, or May … you get the 
idea. 

It took me six years to figure out a 
different project with which to use 
those two blocks-of-the-month. 

Not one to abandon an idea, though, 
the idea resurfaced on its own in about 
January of 2022. I was trying to figure 
out a wedding gift, when I remem-
bered a cute little panel of seasonal 
gnomes I had purchased during the 
previous summer. What if I made mini 
wall hangings with the gnomes? 

Violà, Gnome-of-the-Month began. 
I measured the center framing of each 
gnome, pulled out some graph paper, 
and started configuring. Using 2-1/2” 
squares of fabrics, I could outline each 
gnome’s frame with seasonal designs 
specific to that month! Batting, back-
ing fabric which wraps around to be-
come faux binding in the front, and a 
hanging pocket across the top; each 
finished wall hanging measures 
roughly 10” x 13”. 

The pace of creating 12 mini wall 
hangings in a month-and-a-half almost 
killed me, though. Okay, not literally 
killed me, but I get bored by the redun-
dancy of working on a singular project 
for a long time. Knowing I had pur-
chased two of the gnome panels—and 
had decided to use the second to make 
myself a set of Gnome-of-the-Month 
mini wall hangings—I worked on a 
variety of other projects until about 

November of 2022. 
December 1, I hung the first of my 

new mini wall hangings, and returned 
to working on other projects. Then, 
sometime mid-December, I began 
working on January’s gnome. To my 
surprise, the joy of working on the 
gnome mini wall hangings had re-
turned! 

That’s when it hit me: the [wha-
tever]-of-the-Month program is enjoy-
able ... if I only focus on completing 
one of whatever each month. An idea 
for any craft! 

Big or small, quilting or hand-work, 
scrappy or color-themed. Variety! 

 
©Jeanette Lukowski 2023. Jeanette 

is a mother, grandmother, teacher, and 
author who lives in Mankato, MN. She 
is inspired by the lives of strong 
women. Her email address is: writing-
fromlife@yahoo.com.

“River Road Quilt Shop at Nelson Flag” 
Quality Fabrics ~ Patterns ~ Books ~ Notions

2501 South Avenue, La Crosse WI 54601 • 800-458-4838 or 608-788-2990 
Just South Of Gundersen Lutheran Clinic on South Avenue

Reg. Hours: Mon-Fri 9:30-5:30 • Sat 9:30-3:00 • Sunday Closed

A Family Owned La Crosse Tradition  
Known For Flags, Home & Garden Decor and Gift Items  

Is Now Even Better With The Addition Of...

 Gift Certificates Available 

Writing From Life - The [ ...Blank...] Of The Month Club

By Barbara Kalkis 
 
To me, the term “Joy of Cooking” 

only refers to Irma S. Rombauer’s 1931 
classic book and not the actual practice 
of cooking itself. While I savor every-
one else’s cuisine, the art of boiling, 
broiling and baking always eluded me.  

One of my most jarring experiences 
was the evening my microwave oven 
died. The moment occurred just after I 
had removed the broccoli (8 minutes on 
high), scalloped potatoes (15 
minutes/medium-high) and my cup of 
tea (1 minute/high). I was ready to pop 
my signature turkey meatloaf in for 15 
minutes (medium-high) when the mi-
crowave began buzzing as if locust hor-
des had returned after 17 years of 
hibernation. The panel blinked a few 
times and croaked. I stood, holding the 
meatloaf, not knowing how to cook it in 
the oven (Yes, despite dozens of cook-
books and the web). I browned turkey 
burgers to a crisp on the stovetop and 
dashed out the next morning to replace 

the microwave. If nothing else, I do pri-
oritize tasks well. 

This is not to say that I only use my 
oven as a storage cabinet for my cast 
iron skillets. It’s just that they fit nicely 
in there. My first oven lasted almost 30 
years. Is that asking too much? It was 
“old-fashioned” with no special fea-
tures, but it made everything look like 
something out of a magazine: pie crusts, 
turkeys, chickens, lasagnas, casseroles, 
cookies—all emerged with an award-
winning golden glow. Naturally, they 
didn’t taste as good as they looked, but 
I got 5 stars for first impressions. 

When that oven died, I graduated to 
a convection oven. It worked for 13 
years. My niece claimed that, in terms 
of actual use, it was really only three 
years old. (How did we end up with a 
generation of smart alecks?)  

Once again, I summoned my 
strength and raced to the biggest local 
appliance store. As I wandered down 
the aisles evaluating one wall oven after 
another, I spied a couple examining a 

six-burner (yes, six) giant. Curious, I 
moved closer to the couple and sales-
man to hear the conversation. Not 
eavesdropping, mind you, simply won-
dering if the couple had 10 kids and 
needed the burners. It turned out that 
the couple simply entertains frequently. 
I realized I am out of touch with the 
world. What happened to company 
meals of meat and two sides? Three, if 
they were close friends? 

But that was just the first surprise. 
The latest models feature elaborate 
command screens. Simply answer a few 
questions and go watch a movie; the 
oven will determine how to cook the 
food. New ovens come with Wi-Fi. 
Why? So we can send text messages to 
the oven while we are in another room 
or stuck in traffic.  

With the arrival of technology bots 
(i.e., Ro-bots), new ovens will be able 
to “talk” to us and obey commands. Is 
this really necessary? My refrigerator 
isn’t “smart,” but I have all the ice 
cubes I want and everything else re-

mains cold and crisp.  
Contrast hand-crafted arts to the art 

of designing “smart” appliances. As we 
gaze at a quilt or a painting, the design, 
color, shape, textures and even errors 
speak to us and inspire us—not just in-
tellectually but emotionally. Hand-
crafted art comforts and refreshes us. 
We continually see some nuance we 
missed a moment before.  

As for ovens, no matter how much 
technology they include, or how well 
you can communicate with them, if you 
say the wrong thing, push the wrong 
button, enter the wrong code—or fail to 
follow directions—you’re going to end 
up with a meal that’s mummified. And 
there’s no going back on that. 

 
©2023 Barbara Kalkis. Barbara 

spends her time teaching, writing and 
working as a marketing consultant. 
She’s the author of “Little Ditties for 
Every Day:  A Collection of Thoughts in 
Rhyme and Rhythm.” Contact her at 
BarbaraKalkis01@gmail.com. 
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The Threads Of Life
By Janet M Bair 
 
I was sewing on my machine very late one 

night when my daughter was home from col-
lege. Knowing that she was tired from her 
flight and wanted to go to bed, I asked “Will 
the noise bother you?” 

 “Oh no,” she said. “When I was little, I 
used to fall asleep with the sound of your sew-
ing machine in the background. It’s a very 
comforting sound.” 

 I never thought about sewing that way be-
fore — comforting. I realized that cutting out 
pieces of fabric and putting them together to 
create something beautiful is a soothing pro-
cess in this hectic world.  

 I made my first quilt when I was in my 20s 
because I had so many fabric scraps from 
dresses I made in high school and college. I 
remember cutting out more than 100 squares 
with a paper pattern and how long it took to 
sew them together. I used an old blanket for 
filler and old curtains for the backing. When 
that enormous job was done, I said “That’s it! 
I’m not making another one for a long time!” 

 Fast forward to retirement, and I recently 
joined a quilt guild with the naiveté that I 
could make some of the amazing creations I 
saw at their quilt show. Even though I have 
sewn many complicated things over my life-
time from animal costumes to bridesmaid’s 
dresses, quilting is harder than it looks. Re-
training myself to sew only one quarter inch 
seams was difficult. Planning a large quilt is 
an expensive endeavor, as material prices 
have soared.  

 However, I have found that I love my new 
rotary cutter and cutting board, which cer-
tainly saves time. Slowly reading my way 
through quilting books has shown me that 
there are quicker ways to piece together fab-
rics. I have enjoyed making smaller, lap-sized 
comfort quilts this year. Even though fabric is 
expensive, I think I will always enjoy looking 
at material thinking about what I can make 

next. 
 I also realized that my family has woven 

many threads of creativity into my life. My 
grandma Scaduto (my maternal grandmother) 
emigrated from Sicily in the early 1900s. She 
could look at an outfit in a store window and 
go home and sew it without a pattern. After 
her eight children were grown, she worked in 
a coat shop. 

Grandma Mac (my paternal grandmother) 
also sewed and crocheted. She quilted and did 
tatting. My mother sewed and worked in a 
factory where she did piecework. 

 My mother-in-law was a master seam-
stress. As a girl, she would wash the empty 
calico printed feed sacks animal grain came 
in and make dresses out of the material. This 
was on a northern Vermont dairy farm during 
the Depression. Besides sewing clothing, she 
made beautiful quilts.  

 Both of my girls learned to sew at young 
ages, making clothing for a 4-H fashion show 
at the Big E in Massachusetts. Recently, my 
younger daughter, Emily, sewed 140 cloth 
dolls to be sent to children in underdeveloped 
countries. My older daughter, Joanna, has de-
signed and sewn many costumes for different 
theater productions.  

 Over the years, many colors of threads 
have been sewn by the women in our family. 
Sewing is a way of life with us. We have 
blended thriftiness, patience, love, and crea-
tivity to create a heritage that I hope will be a 
comfort to many.

Hwy. 21 & I-94 
Exit 143 - Tomah 
Hwy. 21 & I-94 

Exit 143 - Tomah 

Open 7 days 
a week!

Open 7 days 
a week!

608-372-6069608-372-6069

www.humbirdcheese.com 

Humbird Cheese 

Located In Tomah, WI

www.humbirdcheese.com 

• 80 Varieties of Cheese 

• Fresh Cheese Curds 

• 16 Flavors Of Ice Cream 

• Homemade Fudge  

• 20 Flavors of Bratwurst 

• Wisconsin Sausages 

• Gifts For Home & Garden

• 80 Varieties of Cheese 

• Fresh Cheese Curds 

• 16 Flavors Of Ice Cream 

• Homemade Fudge  

• 20 Flavors of Bratwurst 

• Wisconsin Sausages 

• Gifts For Home & Garden

Tomah, WisconsinTomah, Wisconsin
Tomah is the crossroads for West-Central Wisconsin offering  

Recreation & Convenience! Our location is midway between the Twin Cities  
and Milwaukee, where the state’s interstate system, I-90 & I-94 divides.

Where The 
“I” Divides
Where The 
“I” Divides

Cranberry  
Country!

Cranberry  
Country!

608-374-2777
Hours:  Friday 10-4 & Saturday 10-3 

For More Info, Visit On Facebook
Look for the Primitive Pickett Fence & Outhouse In The Yard !

1405 Superior Ave, Tomah, WI 54660 Linens - Lamps - Shades  
Candles & Much More

Country & Primitive  
Home Decor 

Visit During “Swing Into Spring” In Tomah: 
Fridays & Saturdays,  

April 12 & 13  and April 19 & 20



Wisconsin’s Specialty Shopping GuideWisconsin’s Specialty Shopping Guide
Advertiser Listing 

 
Copies of The Country Register are available at each of the businesses below and at various community visitor centers. 

Check out the Schedule of Events on Page 3 to find out when the shops are having their Sales & Special Events!

APPLETON   
Going to Pieces Quilt Company ..............Pg. 20 
Ana’s Sewing Center ..............................Pg. 20 
BEAVER DAM 
Nancy Zieman Sewing Studio..................Pg. 21 
BOSCOBEL 
The Paisley Star ......................................Pg. 24 
CLEAR LAKE 
Quilter’s Corner at CB Styles ..................Pg. 11 
CLINTON 
Twin Turtle Quilts ....................................Pg. 22 
DARLINGTON 
Pins & Pieces Quilt Shop ........................Pg. 24 
EAGLE RIVER 
Lurky & Me Longarm................................Pg. 17 
Shephard’s Wool......................................Pg. 17 
EAU CLAIRE 
John’s Sewing Center ..............................Pg. 12 
Junkin’ Market Days ..................................Pg. 4 
FENNIMORE 
The Quilt Peddler ....................................Pg. 24 
FORT ATKINSON 
The Quilt Patch ........................................Pg. 22 
GREEN BAY 
Ana’s Sewing Center ..............................Pg. 19 
Evergreen Quilters Guild Show................Pg. 19 
My Favorite Quilt Shop ............................Pg. 19 
HAYWARD 
Nordic Northwoods ....................................Pg. 4 
River’s Edge Antiques & Quilt Loft ..........Pg. 10 
HOUGHTON, MI 
Portage Quilt House ................................Pg. 17 
LA CROSSE 
River Road Quilt Shop ............................Pg. 26 
MARINETTE 
Northwoods Quilters Quilt Show ..............Pg. 19 
MARSHFIELD 
Quilt Kits & Beyond ..................................Pg. 14 
MAUSTON 
The Quilted Willow ..................................Pg. 23 
MEDFORD 
Twisted Threads Quilt Show ....................Pg. 13 
MENOMONIE 
Fiber Lab..................................................Pg. 12 

MILTON 
Loose Threads ........................................Pg. 22 
The Old Junction Mill ................................Pg. 8 
MONFORT 
Creative Gatherings ................................Pg. 25 
MONTELLO 
Teapot Quilt Cottage & Garden Center ....Pg. 23 
MUKWONAGO 
Crazy Quilters Guild Show ......................Pg. 22 
NEENAH 
Cedar Ridge Crafts ....................................Pg. 6 
NEW GLARUS 
The Duke’s Stash ....................................Pg. 22 
NEW RICHMOND 
A Little Piece of Mind Quilt Shop ............Pg. 10 
ONALASKA 
Olive Juice  Quilts ..................................Pg. 26 
OSHKOSH 
It’s Sew Rite ............................................Pg. 20 
OSSEO 
The Quilting Nook & More........................Pg. 12 
PLATTEVILLE 
Hidden Quilts ..........................................Pg. 24 
PORT WING 
Quilting Up North ....................................Pg. 10 
POSTVILLE, IA 
Forest Mills Quilt Shop ............................Pg. 24 
PRAIRIE du CHIEN 
Front Porch Quilts ....................................Pg. 24 
The Pickett Fence ....................................Pg. 24 
REEDSBURG 
Quintessential Quilts ................................Pg. 23 
RHINELANDER 
Sew Smart ..............................................Pg. 17 
RICE LAKE 
Busy Bobbin ............................................Pg. 11 
RIDGELAND 
Blueberry Line Quilting ............................Pg. 11 
SAND CREEK 
Heart Blossom Quilt Shop........................Pg. 11 
SEYMOUR 
Sissy’s Treats & Treasures ........................Pg. 5 
Discount Embroidery Blanks, LLC ............Pg. 5 
 

SHAWANO 
Bolt and Skein..........................................Pg. 18 
SIREN 
Something Quilty......................................Pg. 10 
STANLEY 
Pine Hollow Quilting & Variety Store........Pg. 13 
The Woolen Shop ......................................Pg. 4 
STEVENS POINT 
Herrschners ............................................Pg. 15 
STURGEON BAY 
Barn Door Quilts ......................................Pg. 19 
THORP 
A Time to Retreat ....................................Pg. 13 
Bolts of Fun Quilt Shop ............................Pg. 13 
TOMAH  
Humbird Cheese ......................................Pg. 27  
The Market Place ....................................Pg. 27 
TOMAHAWK 
Sew Pieceful ............................................Pg. 17 
VIROQUA 
Quilt Basket Creations ............................Pg. 24 
WATERFORD 
Creative Spaces Studio ..........................Pg. 22 
WAUSAU 
Ana’s Sewing Studio ................................Pg. 16 
Sew Smart ..............................................Pg. 16 
The Needle and Quilting Workshop ........Pg. 16 
WHITEWATER 
Creative Spaces Studio ..........................Pg. 22 
WISCONSIN RAPIDS 
Country Freckles........................................Pg. 7 
Lighthouse Books & Gifts ..........................Pg. 7 
Mimi’s Quilting Cottage ............................Pg. 14 
Need’le Little Retreat ..............................Pg. 14 
The Cotton Thimble ................................Pg. 14 
WITHEE 
Brubaker Sewing & Furniture ..................Pg. 13 
 
WISCONSIN 
Bunny Hop-Shop Hop ..............................Pg. 11 
Wisconsin State Shop Hop ......................Pg. 15 
ONLINE 
NeedleTravel.com....................................Pg. 24
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